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I C U R  2 0 1 8



S U B M I S S I O N S  N O W  O P E N
High-achieving undergraduate students from around the world are invited to submit an abstract 
to the Monash-Warwick Alliance’s  International Conference of Undergraduate Research 
(ICUR), scheduled to be held on the 25th and 26th September 2018.  Aspiring applicants will 
then chose either a presentation talk or to produce a poster showcasing their research.  

1. Please submit your  250 word abstracts 
to: http://www.icurportal.com/icur- 
2018/abstract-submission/ 
2. Attend any abstract submission 
workshops for help and guidance 
3. Abstract review  
4. Notification of Success 
5. Preparation/Workshop Attendance 
6. Presentation at the ICUR conference  
7. Reinvention Submission 

Stay tuned via Facebook (ICUR Students) 
and www.icurportal.com for updates and 
to see photos and abstracts from past 
ICUR events. 

ICUR EXPERIENCE 
TIMELINE 
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E D I T O R ' S  N O T E

W H A T  I S  I C U R ?
The International Conference of Undergraduate 

Research (ICUR) is a two-day exclusively 
undergraduate forum designed to showcase 

the pinnacle of undergraduate research being 

conducted globally. Over the course of two 

days, 10 institutions and campuses come 

together to share their research across 
disciplines using the most up to 

date video conferencing technology. Students 

either present their academic research in the 

form of a presentation or poster and then 

answer questions from an international 

audience in real time, giving them the chance to 

make international connections and think about 

their research in new cultural contexts. ICUR is 

now in its sixth year and still maintains its

our warmest greetings, and as the 2018 ICUR 

process begins we hope to provide you with all 

the information you need to make the most out 

of this years conference. Whether that's 

hosting workshops - or providing one on one 

mentorship through our COMPASS scheme. 

(The details of these will be shared later via 

email or on the student Facebook page). For 

now, we hope that the information provided in 

this edition of IMPACT will help you decide 

that  participating in this year's conference is 

definitely the right choice. 

Another year older, another year wiser isn't that 

the saying? Well, as returning Warwick 

Directors Imogen Fitt and Ben Hayday will tell 

you, another year certainly brings new 

perspectives and reflections! It seems like only 

yesterday we were rushing from room to room in 

the Oculus, asking and answering endless 

questions and taking in the awe-inspiring events 

around us... This year we have returned with 

some fresh new faces, renewed vigour, and many 

ideas aimed at making this year the best yet! To 

all our readers, regular and new, we'd like to issue

founding principle of being student-led and 
student centred. Although many may think the 

conference is only for those looking for an 

academic career, there are still plenty of other 

ways to get involved that don't necessarily 

include presenting research. (See page 7 for 

further details) But all students are encouraged 

to engage with the research on show, be 

critical and analyse the work of their peers in a 

supportive manner to help you improve. It is 

our hope that you will learn immensely from 

your experience, and make lasting connections 

which encourage you to look at the research 

on offer from a new angle or perspective. ICUR 

2018 is sure to be another memorable event- 

which you won't want to miss! 

-The ICUR team 
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W H O  I S  I N V O L V E D ?

MONASH 
UNIVERSITY 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Founded in 1965, the University 

of Warwick consistently ranks in 

the top 10  of all British  

universities. The university's 

dedication and commitment in 

the promotion of innovation, 

interdisciplinarity, inclusiveness, 

and internationalism has led to 

the establishment of ICUR.

As a founding Russell group member in 

the UK, the University of Leeds boasts 

an impressive and renowned reputation 

for research excellence. It aims to 

encourage skills and research 

development in undergraduates 

through its unique Undergraduate 

Research and Leadership Scholarship 

Programme which enables students to 

engage in research with established 

research groups over 2 summers.

Established in 1961, the 

University of Sussex is composed 

of around 1/3 international 

students and staff.  Home to 5 

Nobel Prize winners, the 

university aims to use every 

opportunity to help students 

engage in its latest unique 

research.   

Founded in 2001, Monash South 

Africa collaborates closely 

with Monash University 

Australia, it is home to both 

domestic African students as 

well as many exchange students 

from Monash's Australian and 

Malaysian campuses. There is no 

doubt that it has one of the most 

ethnically diverse communities 

in Africa.

UNIVERSITY 
OF SUSSEX 
(ENGLAND)

UNIVERSITY
OF LEEDS  
(ENGLAND)

UNIVERSITY OF
WARWICK  
(ENGLAND)

UNIVERSITY
OF SUSSEX 
(ENGLAND)
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W H O  I S  I N V O L V E D ?

NTU is one of the world's top 

universities, ranking 11th in the 2018 QS 

World Rankings. Those with a passion 

and interest in research can participate 

in URECA, an undergraduate research 

programme giving students the 

flexibility of working on any research 

project in any field of discipline over a 

period of 11 months, completing their 

experience by presenting at ICUR.

MONASH 
UNIVERSITY 
 (MALAYSIA)

Kyushu University has a long-standing 

history, and can be traced back to as 

early as 1867, making it the 4th oldest 

university in Japan. It is located in 

Fukuoka, in the island of Kyushu, and 

home to over 2000 foreign students. 

With a deep interest and passion in 

research, it is excited to give its 

students yet another opportunity to get 

involved in ICUR 

NANYANG 
TECHNOLOGICAL 
UNIVERSITY 
(SINGAPORE) 

MONASH 
UNIVERSITY 
MALAYSIA

UNIVERSITY OF 
BRAWIJAYA 
(INDONESIA)

KYUSHU
UNIVERSITY
(JAPAN) 

Established in 1998, Monash Malaysia 

was the first foreign university to open in 

Malaysia. Research makes up an 

incredible part of the university, with 

various research platforms focusing on 

areas like engineering and medicine in 

hope to make a real impact on the lives of 

people in Malaysia, the region and the 

world.

With over 30,000 students enrolled at 

the University of Brawijaya, its 

commitment in research and 

development is simply unrivalled. The 

compulsory  undergraduate research 

programme no doubt enables its 

students to actively engage in the 

university's vision to play a part in 

national development. 
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W H O  I S  I N V O L V E D ?

MONASH 
UNIVERSITY  
(AUSTRALIA)

Reinvention is an International Journal 

of Undergraduate Research, with close 

ties to ICUR. Founded in 2007 the 

journal is a natural follow on from 

participation in the conference, allowing 

undergraduates the chance to publish 

their research in a peer-reviewed journal before they even graduate! The journal is published bi- 

annually, and selection is rigorous. You submit your work in the form of a paper after you 

complete the conference, it is passed to the editorial board, then it goes through peer reviewal 

before being published online. However, don't worry too much about this yet, as the application 

process comes later on in the year, after the conference. Support for this will also be offered, so 

keep your eyes peeled for that, and we'll keep you well informed. In the meantime, ask any 

questions you'd like, and remember to keep this opportunity in mind when September comes 

and you start to think about building up your CV...

BARUCH COLLEGE, 
CITY UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW YORK  (USA)

Monash University was founded in 1958, 

and has risen to become a member of the 

country's 8  leading research Universities. 

Monash is no doubt driven by innovation 

and development. ICUR plays a 

significant part of this, and provides its 

students with the opportunity to enhance 

their skills in articulating their ideas to an 

international audience.

Boasting over 14,000 undergraduates 

speaking over 120 different languages, 

Baruch College, part of the City 

University of New York, is an urban 

campus sitting within Manhattan. The 

university is committed to enhancing 

research opportunities and embraces 

the mission of deepening student 

engagement with the globe. 
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H O W  C A N  T H I S  H E L P  M E ?
ICUR offers many benefits to students beyond a purely academic perspective. After 5 years, there is 

no doubt that the standard of undergraduate research presented at the conference continues to 

exceed our expectations. It is a unique and valuable opportunity for any student considering the 

prospect of going into academia or research, yet beyond that it also provides students the opportunity 

to develop skills which are attractive to future employers across any industry. In the contemporary 

and increasingly globalised world, transferrable skills become even more important. We have selected 

the top three skills that we believe students gain through their involvement in ICUR. 

This is an essential skill which may manifest as
written or verbal communication - ICUR's

process allows students to practice both! When
submitting the abstract, preparing the research

and developing their presentation slides or
poster, students are refining their ability to

communicate their ideas in different written
formats. Similarly, presenting the research and
interacting with the audience at the conference

itself provides public speaking practice (a skill
many find daunting!).  

Now consider ICUR's international and
interdisciplinary nature and it becomes even

more apparent how ICUR truly enables students
to improve their communication skills.

Participants are presenting to students from
many different fields and faculties. This diversity

means that the presenter has to take into
account how to make their research

understandable and engaging for an individual
who may have no background knowledge at all.

Further, the participant is also speaking to an
international audience, for which many may not
speak English as their first language. Although

this may all sound very daunting, ICUR ensures
all students feel supported. In the lead up to the

conference, many students sign up for ICUR's
support programs. These include writing and

presenting workshops (see the workshop event
list on page 5) and mentoring groups called

Compass which can be local and international. 

ANALYTICAL 

SKILLS

TECHNICAL ABILITIES

COMMUNICATION

Employers look for individuals with the ability to examine and assess
an issue then provide an appropriate solution. ICUR requires

students to investigate and formulate an argument on a specific
area. Whilst it may not be instantly apparent that undertaking

research is a skill that can be transferred beyond, regardless of how
an individual undertakes their research, the research process itself

provides the opportunity to develop a student’s critical thinking and
analytical skills through identifying patterns, interpreting data and

theorising.

Technology has a huge impact in our everyday lives. Due to this,
possessing the confidence and awareness of how to operate in a

digital environment instantly increases a student's employability.
ICUR gives students the opportunity to experiment and gain

experience with different technologies. Students can use different
platforms to present their research and engage their audience, for

example, PowerPoint or Prezi. Even for poster presentations, when
producing the poster before printing it out, a student may use

programs such as Acrobat, Canva or Sway to make it more engaging
to their audience. Although many may already have some

knowledge of these programs through their undergraduate studies,
not many students can say that have presented to an international
audience. ICUR is unique, in that, through using video conferencing
technology, participants have the opportunity to speak to a global

audience. This may sound simple but it takes practice to perfect
using a microphone, cameras and screen to ensure that the digital

experience is engaging. 
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If you're worried you won't have the time to commit, but are still eager 

to see all of the research produced, then come along to any session as 

an audience member! Any questions and interest is always welcome.

AUDIENCE MEMBER

HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?

POSTER PRESENTER 

INFORMATION ASSISTANT

If standing up in front of large numbers of people isn't for you, consider 

presenting your research in the form of a poster! You won't be 

required to stand by your poster all the time, but this will allow you to 

explain your research in a more intimate setting, one to one. 

STUDENT DIRECTOR
If you want to get more involved with organising the conference, you 

might consider applying to be a Student Director. We deal with editing 

and publishing the conference's newsletter, marketing to students, 

and reviewing abstracts, as well as hosting on the day! This would be 

something any of us would be happy to chat to you about- just ask!

SPEAKER

As we explained earlier, ICUR can offer more to students than just getting experience standing 

up in front of an audience and presenting at a conference, and in the spirit of this we thought we'd 

let you know a little more about all the different roles there are where you can get involved.... 

SESSION CHAIR
Sessions chairs volunteer to run the sessions, by introducing speakers 

and ensuring each speaker is on time. This means that should anyone 

run over, it would be your job to interrupt and move them on!

If you haven't yet conducted your own research, you might consider 

volunteering at this year's event. Our information assistants ensure the 

smooth running of the day by checking everyone is present and where 

they should be.  

If you enjoy getting up and presenting information, and are engaging in a 

unique research project, you may want to participate as a speaker. The 

presentations each last 15 minutes, and are followed by 30 minutes of 

questions for all four presenters in the session. 
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W O R K S H O P S

TOP TIPS: ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
If you're worried about writing an abstract and can't make the workshop dates, don't be! We've  

shared our top tips for abstract submission success, so make sure you tick all the boxes before 

submitting! 

 BE CONCISE: Part of ensuring that your work can be understood through the abstract is 

avoiding going into too much detail. Limit you use of specific figures or statistics, and any 

critical citations must be contained within the body of the abstract. 

SET THE SCENE: A good abstract should outline where your research sits in relation to 

other works in the field. How is it distinct ? It might be a new problem that your work 

addresses, or simply a new perspective. Either way, it’s an essential consideration.

BE CLEAR:  An abstract should succinctly convey a summary of your research. ICUR is 
interdisciplinary and the person reading the abstract might not be an expert in your field, 

so we'd advise you avoid language that's too technical where possible. 

BE PERSUASIVE: Your abstract should stand out. By writing rhetorically and by highlighting 

the uniqueness of your work, you should be trying to make the reader understand its 

significance and relevance to the wider world. 

PROOFREAD: This may seem obvious, but it is easy to overlook. Reading the abstract out 

loud to yourself after writing it is a good method for noticing if it sounds right and if there are 

any grammatical errors. Or, if you don’t think you’ll be able to spot errors in your own work, 

get a housemate to read it for you.

Warwick Participants

Don't forget our ICUR 
information event on the 
28th of February, where you 
can come along and ask any 
questions you may still have-
check out our event on 
Facebook for further details!

Each institution has planned its own training and workshop events prior to 

the conference so that you'll have all the support you need every step of the 

way. The first of these will focus on writing your abstracts, followed later on 

by help surrounding the COMPASS scheme- a mentoring programme which 

will pair new presenters with more experienced previous participants. 

For more information about this keep an eye on your emails and the 

Facebook page, which we will use to publicise each event...
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As a founding member of ICUR, Warwick hosts a 

team of five student directors. With returning 

Directors Ben Hayday and Imogen Fitt dealing 

with marketing and producing respectively, new 

faces Eugenia Lau and Adam Place will operate 

on abstract reviews and articles.  Last year's Finn 

Halligan  will also be returning for 2018 in the 

new position of post-graduate consultant. 

S T U D E N T  D I R E C T O R  T E A M S

As we speak, our readers in NTU will 

probably still be going through the 

rigorous selection process to find their 

2018 Student Directors- and the rest of 

us can't wait to meet them! Whilst we're 

sure they will be an excellent addition to 

the team, there isn't much else to tell. So 

watch this space.....

 As the other founding institution of ICUR, Monash 

provides two student Directors heading into ICUR 2018. 

Peter Halat and Ruby Ballantyne take on Directorship 

roles with contrasting backgrounds and complimentary 

motives. Ruby seeks to highlight and improve the 

versatility of ICUR in the context of general employability, 

whereas Peter looks to improve the experience of ICUR 

for those looking to pursue a career in research.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF #ICUR17

Anyone who attended last years 

conference will more than likely tell 

you it was a huge success- and with 

over 300 hundred students 

presenting from 10 different 

universities we would very much 

agree!  

 

Participants  presented their 

research to an audience of peers, 

academics and laymen - it was 

amazing to see some of the cross- 

disciplinary links that were made 

between contrasting subjects as 

diverse  as Anthropology and 

Engineering!  

 

ICUR was also pleased to note a 

record turn out for volunteers, with 

over 50 students eager to get spend 

their time getting involved.  

 

As a first, ICUR presented an 

international roundtable of our 

Student Directors- who explained 

their views on Undergraduate 

Research and the importance of 

ICUR in the modern climate.  

 

This fabulous event brought to a 

close a year which saw 

ICUR receiving an honourable 

mention at the 2017 Andrew 

Heiskell Awards for Innovation in 

International Education- a huge 

honour that we are very proud of! 

 The  2017 Conference  in photos....
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M O N A S H  V I S I T S  W A R W I C K  

Peter Halat, Monash Student Director 

While it was family matters that brought me to 

London in the first place, it was quite fortunate 

that the University of Warwick was a reasonable 

train ride away and I made a day trip on the 29th of 

January. 

Upon arriving at the IATL office in Senate House, I 

found myself in a spacious, colourful, laidback 

lounge space surrounded by offices. Emma Barker 

was the first colleague I greeted and had thankfully 

booked a meeting room, as I had arranged a 

meeting with the Reinvention editorial board from 

Warwick.  

Free from the delays that come from 

communicating on the internet across the globe, 

we managed to review papers in record time, and 

discuss intricacies about our universities. I was 

surprised that Warwick runs three 10-week 

trimesters per year for undergraduate study, 

coming from Monash which holds two 12-week 

semesters in an undergraduate year (summer 

semesters aside). 

At noon, I was greeted by Warwick Directors 

Imogen Fitt and Ben Hayday, who led me on a tour 

around campus. Imogen, as a biomedicine student 

showed us around the medicine-focused Gibbett 

Hill campus at Warwick, which was separated by a 

relaxing 10 minute walk through a reserve from 

the central campus. Ben is a member of the Politics 

Society at Warwick, and mentioned that politics 

students had their own exclusive common room.   

As I have access to a common room as a part 

of my course back in Monash, I was curious 

to compare the common rooms in Monash 

and Warwick.  Also in the tour we entered 

Warwick Business School, a world-class 

business school in terms of rankings, as I 

could see from the professionalism of the 

building. 

Eugenia Lau, another Warwick Director 

joined in on the fun for lunch, at Xanana’s 

(pronounced shanana’s). There I heard that 

the orange juice was 

second to none in quality (supposedly 

referring to orange juice as OJ wasn’t 

popular in the UK). One seafood burger, glass 

of OJ and healthy cross-cultural discussion 

later, we had one last stop of the campus 

tour to go. 

Finally, we toured the Oculus, one of 

Warwick’s modern teaching buildings and a 

base of operations for ICUR 2018. In the 

Oculus we found a nice place to take a 
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                                                                                            Our counterparts over in Singapore are very busy at        

                                                                                             the  moment, with the annual NTU Poster Competition  

                                                                                             that is run through their URECA programme. Over 

200  undergraduate students will present their unique research on the 16th of March to a panel. 

The programme is a special honour amongst students, an invitation only offered to the most 

academically strong students. Those selected few then graduate with the coveted title of NTU 

President Research Scholar.  

We will be excited to hear how this went from our new team members next issue! 

F I N A L   N O T E

picture together (see above) and further 

discussed life across the globe. Did you know 

that Cadbury chocolate in the UK tastes different 

to Cadbury chocolate from Australia? 

Despite communicating with my Warwick 

colleagues frequently over the internet and 

seeing their faces on a screen, there was 

something special about meeting them in 

person. It adds something more to our working 

relationship, where we become a bit more 

relatable to each other and have 

developed a bit more cohesion, which is 

certain to aid our upcoming collaborations. 

I’d like to thank all those at Warwick who 

made me feel welcome, in particular 

Emma, Victoria, Ben, Imogen and 

Eugenia. I look forward to capitalising on 

my next opportunity to visit the University 

of Warwick, whenever that may be!

As we draw an end to IMPACT 2018's first edition, we, as the ICUR 

team, cannot stress enough the various number of opportunities that 

this unique ICUR experience can bring you. Whether you have a 

passion in research and are set for a high-flying career in academia, or

simply look forward to developing a range of incredibly desirable 

employability skills,  ICUR is simply one for all.  

So with that in mind, we leave you with these final words: Grasp 

every opportunity that presents itself to you, engage with students 

just like yourselves from across the world, start making a 

difference. All of this is possible with the opportunity ICUR presents, 

so please join us on this exciting journey together. 

A journey towards creating the most memorable, spectacular, and 

unparalleled ICUR 2018 experience ever - a decision 

you won't regret. 
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ICUR Student Directors 

University of Warwick 
Adam Place 
Ben  Hayday 
Eugenia Lau 
Imogen Fitt 

Monash University  
Peter Halat 

Ruby Ballantyne 

Nanyang Technological 
University  

TBA  
 

Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram  |  ICUR Portal 

F O L L O W  U S :  

I C U R  S t u d e n t s

THE OFFICIAL ICUR NEWSLETTER 


