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UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH AT THE

UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  DR .  WILL  CURT IS
BY  COR INA  CHAN

Dr. Will Curtis is a leading academic at the

University of Warwick, currently serving as the

Director of Academic Studies at the Centre for

Lifelong Learning. He is also a National Teaching

Fellow and a Fellow of the Higher Education

Academy. He took time out of his busy schedule to

speak to The Cartographer.
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How did undergraduate research shape your
journey as an academic?

Besides doing a dissertation in my
undergraduate philosophy degree, I didn’t do
any substantial research. But I think any
degree level of student should be doing
research. Since then, I have been doing a lot of
work to embed research into curriculum
through placements, action research,

empirical research and dissertations, as well as
URSS projects. I’ve supported a number of
students through URSS projects. I’ve also done
a number of research projects where
I’ve worked with other students.  

Tell us about your experiences in
undergraduate research publication.

No, I didn’t actually publish at all as an
undergraduate. I did a philosophy degree.

My dissertation was a library-based project
and I didn’t really do much research. There
weren’t research methods on that degree. I
think my criticism of that is that I think
students need to see knowledge as
something that is live and something that
they can contribute to. The best way in doing
that is through undertaking research. The
advantage is you feel like you are
contributing to knowledge, and you have a
different relationship with knowledge. It has
to do with all sort of things with confidence
and transferrable skills about having your
work published, and the process of
being published in terms of peer review.

They are valuable academic skills to develop.
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In your experience, how does undergraduate
research benefit students?

I think that the worst academic relationships
are ones that are unequal and hidden. For
example, there are academics and they do
research, and there are students and they
hear you talk about research. That is not very
anticipatory or democratic. A benefit
for undergraduate students for doing
research is that they understand the process
of doing research. The most important bit is
that they understand how messy and
qualified and difficult research is. If you get
that, you then learn to understand and
appreciate the process of research that one
undergoes when you read a paper or book
that involves a heavy amount of research.

How important is research in the
undergraduate years when students seek
scholarships and grants as they enter
graduate study?

I think it’s a bit disappointing that there are
lots of degrees in Warwick where you don’t
need to do a dissertation. There are a growing
number of degrees where it’s not necessary to
do a dissertation. That is disappointing and I
think all students should do dissertation or
any research-based works because doing one
of those things allows you to sell yourself and
progress into postgraduate or other work. It is
your own specialized work, and its
independent-based. You learn more and
demonstrate more from doing a piece of
research that you do from any top module.

More students should do more research-

based work.

Do you have any advice for students who
are looking to publish their undergraduate
research?

The URSS scheme in Warwick is fantastic. It
is not typical in universities. I personally don’t
know many universities who have schemes
as extensive as that. I think it’s easy to send
off a piece of research for peer review and be
hurt by the criticisms. But you’ve got to see
that as something that is beneficial
and developmental. Even the most
esteemed professors get critical feedback.

You need to be thick-skinned and resilient
and take it as it is. The other advice is to
do collaborative work. I have actually had
experience with collaborating
with undergraduate students in undertaking
research projects. I had three funded
research projects where I’ve worked with
undergraduate students. I worked with
teams of students and did national level of
research on employability and curriculum.

All the work we did was presented by
undergraduate students at a national
conference. We co-published some articles
and national journals. And we did some work
on the benefit of doing research. These are
all good and us academics are always
looking forward to collaborate with
undergraduate students.



WORKSHOPS FOR THE WORKPLACE

DEBR IEF  ON  INDUSTRY  CONNECT IONS '

F IRST  EVENT
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On April the 5th, the Industry
Connections team from the International
Conference of Undergraduate Research
presented their first-ever event in
conjunction with Monash Careers
Connect. The event was arranged in
particular by Laura Riccardi and Alexis
Tan, the Industry Connections directors
who liaised with Monash Careers Connect
to develop the seminar.

At the event, experienced Careers
Education Consultant Lynda Rohan
delivered an engaging seminar that
provided vital information on writing a
cover letter and resume, developing skills
at networking in both the professional
and academic environment, tips and
tricks on how to ace that job interview,

professional development skills and how
to present one's image on social media.

The attendees were incredibly engaged
and a number of students stayed back to
discuss the seminar and later informed
the Industry Connections team in an exit
survey that they found the event
particularly useful and relevant as they
consider their career paths in the future.

Based on the success of Workshops of the
Workplace, the Industry Connections
team is now hard at work for the next
event, which will be announced via The
Cartographer and the ICUR Students
Facebook page, so, stay tuned to us for
future ICUR-related events.
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BY BERNARD KEO

Reinvention: An International Journal of
Undergraduate Research

 Volume 9, Issue 1

With the end of April approaching and May looming large over the horizon, the editorial team
at Reinvention has in high-gear for the past month or so as we prepare to launch our first issue
for 2016. It's been a long journey getting to publication, as myself and the other Monash
University editors, new to the team and the process, have been learning the ropes as we've
gone along. However, I think I speak for all of the editors, from both Monash and the University
of Warwick, when I say that it has been a wonderful journey from the beginning. As with any
project, there have been a few bumps along the road but the journal team has weathered them
well and we came out of the experience that much wiser. The Monash editors are entirely
indebted to the Warwick editors and the Institute of Advanced Teaching and Learning (IATL)

staff for their guidance and patience throughout the process. 

In my capacity as Book Reviews Editor, I've often been a fly on the wall in editorial meetings
once the book reviews have been dealt with and I've been privy to the trials and tribulations
that the Assistant Editors Dave Bernard (Warwick), Jana Howden (Monash), Ben McClatchie
(Warwick), Laura Riccardi (Monash) and Alexis Tan (Monash) have had to face as they brought
prospective articles throughout the process towards publication. Editor Joe Grimwade
(Warwick) has not had an easy job either as he grapples with tough situations on both the
publishing and administrative side of things while at the same time providing editors with the
advice and support necessary for them to get their jobs done.

Nevertheless, the rest of the editorial team has done, in my opinion, a magnificent job bringing
Volume 9, Issue 1 of Reinvention to life and I heartily congratulate them on a job well done. I
look forward to reading this issue and continuing to work with them on the next issue and
however many issues we remain on board for.

Bernard Keo is the Book Reviews Editor at Reinvention: An
International Journal of Undergraduate Research.


