
   

By now you should all be 

preparing for the conference next 

month with enthusiasm.  

The first way you might consider doing 

this is to draft and edit your presentation. 

In the same way that writing and re-

writing your essays, lab reports or articles 

forces you to carefully consider your 

audience and sharpen your arguments, 

getting your presentation on paper will 

allow you to clarify the ideas you're 

attempting to convey and refine your 

style. Some questions you may wish to 

address in your presentation include:  

 How did I develop the idea for this 

research project? What was my 

inspiration?  

 How did I approach my project? 

What is revealing or interesting 

about my research methodology? 

Why is this significant for my 

project? 

 What are the main findings of my 

project? What argument am I 

attemptimn 

 

 

attempting to prosecute?  

 How does my contribution relate 

to the work of other scholars in 

my field?  

 How do you intend to proceed 

with your project? Is there any 

future research that could be 

drawn from your project? 

For further advice regarding your 

presentation content, students can 

approach their supervisor, tutor or 

lecturer during their office hours. 

Remember that you have fifteen minutes 

to present and most people speak at an 

average of 100-120 words per minute. 

Going over your allocated time is 

inconsiderate to your audience and the 

other presenters in your panel so 

please practise to ensure you are to 

time.  

Practising your presentation well in 

advance of the conference is also key 

preparation. Utilise the public speaking 

skills from the workshops, rehearse to 

family members or friends, try speaking in 

front of the mirror – use any methods that 

you feel will ensure you sound natural, 

conversational (while still formal) and 

confident during your presentation! All 

presenters will be nervous, for many 

presenting research at a formal conference 

will be a first! ICUR is designed to be a 

supportive academic environment that 

provides undergraduates with insight into 

academia.  

Finally, all of you should be notifying your 

friends and family about your successful 

application and inviting them to attend 

your presentation. You can invite as many 

guests as you want and guest attendance is 

free. The conference program will also be 

shared with you all shortly. The 

expectation is that all presenters attend the 

two conference days to support their peers 

and derive the most experience from ICUR 

as possible. We are looking forward to 

seeing you all next month!  

Alexis Tan & Laura Riccardi, Monash student 

directors 
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ICUR 2015 STUDENT PRESENTER PROFILES 

 

 

Mihoko Nagase 

Kyushu University 

I’m a fourth-year student belonging 
to the 21st century program at 
Kyushu University. Now I am 
studying about the insect brain and 
nervous system, particularly in the 
Mantis Laboratory. The mantis 
brain is of course simpler than ours, 
but it actually performs a 
complicated function. I look 
forward to showing you the insect’s 
delicate action mechanisms, and the 
beautiful structures of the nervous 
system that supports these 
mechanisms. 

 

Nikki Bundock 

Monash Australia 

Sexual equality has become a 
reoccurring topic within the media 
and society, creating a level of social 
acceptance of sexual communities, 
but this is not the same in school 
environments. As an undergraduate 
student, my previous research has 
noted that heteronormativity is 
evident within school-based sexual 
education, while homosexuality or 
transgender issues are scarce, 
resulting in social exclusion towards 
groups deemed 'abnormal'. 

 

Babek Yousefi 

University of North Caroline 

at Greensboro  

Since his first year at UNCG, Babak 
Yousefi has worked in the Social 
Insect Lab, studying aging and 
health of honey bees. During his 
research, he has monitored behavior 
and surveyed survival in the field 
and he employed molecular assays 
in the lab. He will present a study 
that tested the long-term 
consequences of juvenile stress in 
honey bees. 

 

 

Robert Little 

Monash Australia 

My presentation will discuss the 
alterations to skeletal muscle 
structure and function in 
rheumatoid arthritis. The project 
was completed during my 
Bachelor of Medical Science 
(Honours), with all laboratory 
fieldwork performed in Madrid, 
Spain. This yearlong intermission 
from medicine was a life-changing 
experience - from both a personal 
and professional perspective.  

 

 

Vani Swarupa Murali 

Singapore Management 

University 

I will be presenting on how media 
reporting on rape culture affects 
gender inequality in India. It 
questions the relationship 
between judicial awareness and 
whether the entrenchment of 
customs in Indian society affects 
that relationship. Doing or 
helping to do research papers has 
helped me realize that the path of 
research and academia is one that I 
wish to pursue. 

 

Phuong Linh Ngo 

Monash University 

Culture and cultural policy are 
often neglected in the mainstream 
discourse of development. I am 
going to present how culture, and 
in particular the preservation of 
cultural heritage, can be a driver 
of sustainable development in 
developing countries. 
Undergraduate research has 
taught me to always think 
critically and to always look for 
more than one possible answer to 
any problem. 
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INSTITUTION PROFILE 
Baruch College – The City 

University of New York, United 

States 

Baruch College is a highly selective senior 

college in the City University of New York 

system. Students earn degrees from three 

schools, the Zicklin School of Business, the 

Weissman School of Arts and Sciences, and 

the School of Public Affairs. A wide variety of 

undergraduate majors and minors are 

offered, along with graduate degrees in 

several fields, particularly business and public 

affairs. Zicklin students specialize in areas 

ranging from Finance and Investments to Real 

Estate or Quantitative Modeling. Weissman 

offers over 40 majors and also the option of 

creating one’s own ad hoc major. The School 

of Public Affairs is widely recognized in the 

fields of municipal government, nonprofit and 

educational administration, and policy 

evaluation. Students become leaders in 

government, nonprofit management and 

policy design and analysis. 

    Located in the heart of Manhattan, Baruch 

students have many options for 

extracurricular academic and professional 

development. Aside from partnerships with 

professional and research organizations, 

students also benefit from Baruch’s close 

proximity to the world famous Financial 

District, New York City’s cultural and 

academic institutions, and government and 

NGO offices. Both undergraduates and 

graduate students gain real-world experience 

in business, finance, and investment 

management, access world-class museums 

and research institutions, and work closely 

with influential government institutions.  

 

Christopher Whittle 

Monash University 

I have been fortunate enough to 
undertake multiple undergraduate 
research projects through the 
School of Physics, ranging from 
experimental to computational. The 
work challenged me to become an 
independent and organised worker. 
The particular work I am presenting 
at ICUR is looking at extending the 
principles of magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) to a mechanism for 
controlling individual atoms. 

 

Penelope Townshend 

Monash Australia 

I will look at the historiography of 
'people to people' connections with 
our near neighbours Indonesia in 
parallel to the ups and downs of the 
political situation of the time. 
Through my participation in 
Monash University's 'Australia and 
Asia' study tour of Indonesia I was 
able to lay the initial groundwork 
with which I could begin my 
journey as an undergraduate 
researcher. 

 

Jonathan Peck 

Monash Australia 

I’m presenting a paper on the Racial 
Discrimination Act. My paper argues 
that our Attorney-General’s 
argument about freedom of 
expression and the Racial 
Discrimination Act is somewhat 
subversive. Notably, it fails to 
recognise the fact that Australians 
do not have a direct, codified right 
to freedom of speech. My 
experience as an undergraduate 
researcher has taught me that we 
should be broadly discerning about 
political arguments and their 
motivations. 
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Questions? 

Please email Kirra Minton (kirra.minton@monash.edu) if you have any questions. 

The Monash-Warwick Alliance generously provides ICUR with fellowships that allow outstanding presenters an opportunity to 
travel to the UK or Australia to present their research. We would like to extend our congratulations to this year's Monash 
recipients: Helen Sneha Jambunathan, Erin McKernan, Hannah Carle, and Lara Howden and Annemieke Thorbecke. 

Helen Sneha Jambunathan 
Helen is currently working as a sessional tutor and research assistant in the School of Arts and Social Sciences at Monash Malaysia. 
Her presentation at ICUR will be a summary of her thesis on third-wave cafe culture in Kuala Lumpur.  She initially enrolled as an 
Honours student in order to determine whether she would like to pursue postgraduate research and is hoping that presenting at the 
University of Warwick will provide a unique opportunity for feedback from peers, allow her to form networks with like-minded 
students and is "the first step towards a career in academia."  

Erin Mckernan 
Erin similarly says that ICUR has sparked her interest in a career in research. As a second year Biomedical Science student, she 
"always dreamed of studying medicine and one day working to improve global health standards by becoming involved in a business 
such as World Health Organisation." Her ICUR presentation studies the effects of high frequency spinal cord stimulation for the 
treatment of individuals with failed back surgery syndrome. Erin worked alongside the Metro Pain Clinic to design a research 
method and obtain resources to conduct her research, which she hopes will prevent activity limitation and work absence due to 
lower back pain. She's looking forward to the challenge of presenting to an unfamiliar audience at Warwick.  

Lara Howden & Annemieke Thorbecke 
Lara and Annemieke are both Science/Law students and are presenting their research on entomophagy (the use of insects as food) 
together: "We are conducting the research project through the AgriBio Research Centre as part of a Science Industry Placement 
Program. Our supervisor, Entomologist and Professor Dr Alan Yen hoped our combined knowledge of the Law and Biology would 
allow us to investigate the issue from both a scientific and legal perspective." They believe that undergraduate research is vital for 
the development of a broad skills set and that a proactive approach to learning has enriched their educational experience, which 
ICUR will further: "We are looking forward to bringing our research together into a concise presentation and being challenged by 
the questions we are posed with on the day." 

Hannah Carle 
Hannah was inspired to enrol in her course (Honours in Palaeobotany/Palaeoecology, as part of an Advanced Bachelor of Science 
degree), after several trips to the developing world, which brought her attention to the impact of environment crises. Her research 
on estimating biodiversity in tropical forests was conducted with a team of Monash students in Borneo. She argues that this research 
has global implications: "The resources available for environmental conservation are always limited and anthropogenic climate 
change is accelerating and complicating the environmental and ecological changes unfolding on our planet right now. This means 
that it is essential to identify areas of key conservation value as quickly as possible, and to do this it has become essential to develop 
accurate means of estimating biodiversity." Hannah is looking forward to the opportunity to communicate her ideas in a formal and 
professional setting with an audience from a range of disciplines.  

We wish you the best of luck in representing Monash University and ICUR at the University of Warwick! 
 

ICUR 2015 MONASH FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENTS 

 

 

From left to right: Lara, 
Erin, Hannah, Helen & 
Annemieke 
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