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To a new year &                              
A new Newsletter  

Here we are again for the last newsletter of 2015, but we’re 

already getting ready for 2016 with a new name; The 

Cartographer; with our shiny new identity in mind, we would 

like to map out for you this issue, bursting like a stocking with 

interesting content. Starting with three starter articles to draw 

you into the experience of undergraduate research, from how 

the ICUR structures the whole process, and a selection of tips 

for making that research absolutely perfect, to some real 

experiences of undergraduates at Monash who have gone 

through the whole thing already. Then, to give you some ideas 

and pointers in good directions, we have some interviews with 

previous ICUR presenters. If feeling the academic 

bombardment by now, you’ll want to follow this up with an 

article on our new flashy COMPASS programme of social 

events, there to provide you with another energy source to 

feed (and tame) your research with (coffee doesn’t produce 

research on its own, trust us, we’ve tried). Now you should be 

all raring to go on the unpredictable, exciting and generally 

awesome research experience; stay tuned for more 

information, help, advice and news, in our hopefully just as 

new feeling January issue.

We can’t wait to see you at the ICUR 2016, but in the 
meantime, have a merry Christmas and a happy new year 
from all of us!

What is ICUR? 

The International Conference 
of Undergraduate Research 
(ICUR) is a groundbreaking 
annual event organised by the 
Monash-Warwick Alliance. The 
conference is designed to 
showcase the best examples of 
undergraduate research from 
around the world in an 
encouraging yet critical 
environment for talented 
undergraduate scholars. 
Through the use of cutting-
edge videoconferencing 
technology, ICUR presents 
undergraduate researchers 
with the opportunity to present 
their research to a truly global 
audience in real-time through 
joint sessions with fellow 
researchers from other leading 
international universities. 

ICUR is an interdisciplinary and 
cross-cultural forum designed 
to foster not just 
undergraduate research but 
international undergraduate 
research by bringing students 
from a number of global 
institutions together. In doing 
so, ICUR hopes to provide 
young scholars with the 
opportunity to develop an 
international network of peers 
that they can connect to and 
potentially collaborate with. 
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Welcome to the final edition 

of the 2015 ICUR newsletter.  

Hopefully preparation for your 

presentation is underway by now. It 

is worth reminding students that this 

is meant to be an educative 

experience that introduces budding 

researchers to academic conventions, 

such as presenting a project at 

conferences and writing an article for 

a peer-reviewed journal 

like Reinvention.  

Given it will be the first opportunity 

most of you will have had to speak at 

such an event, we want to reassure 

presenters that some mild anxiety is 

normal and that other students will 

be having similar concerns. 

Persevere.  

 

 

We would also like to offer some 

directives about how to maximise 

your experience at the conference. 

Attend other fellow students' 

presentations, be attentive and 

polite. Consider some thoughtful 

questions you might ask during the 

designated time at the end of the 

session that will allow the 

presenters to expand on their ideas. 

Why not ask them how they intend 

to proceed with the project? Whose 

work are they drawing upon? What 

was their methodological approach 

to their research? Use the break 

times effectively to get to know 

students and staff members that are 

unfamiliar to you.  

 

 

 

Finally, we would like to extend our 

gratitude to the other student 

directors and volunteers including 

Global Ambassador Kate Aldred and 

Josh Marlow at Reinvention. In 

particular, we'd like to thank Grace 

May O’Donnell for her efforts and of 

course Dr. Ernest Koh and Kirra 

Minton, Academic Advisors, without 

whom ICUR would not be possible. It 

has been a privilege to work alongside 

an enthusiastic team to produce a 

conference that is unique in 

recognising and celebrating 

undergraduate research and we are 

eagerly anticipating your 

presentations.  

Alexis Tan & Laura Riccardi, Monash 

student directors 

  

 

 

 

 

International Conference of 
Undergraduate Research 

September 2015 Newsletter  
 

 

  

Inside this issue: 

x Institution profile: Monash University – Australia 

x ICUR 2015 Student Presenter Profiles 

x ICUR 2015 Warwick Fellowship Recipients 

x Contact information 

The countdown begins  

 

Your Research 

Journey Starts Here



ICUR NEWSLETTER December 2015

How to make the most of your research  

Live your research! -Maria D. Christodoulou 

During our undergraduate studies, we deal with problems for which the answers are, 
most of the times, expected. All it takes us is to follow the recipe; the journey to the 
final solution is already well defined ! Wouldn’t it be more exciting to experience 

something different? Let’s try that! 

Investigating a particular area of your field of study, will for sure extend your knowledge, 
increase your curiosity and will certainly be a major factor while setting up your career 

goals; it will help you determine your interests! 

Gain Valuable skills!
✦Learn how to tackle problems for which to solution is not readily given to you! 
✦Develop data analysis and report writing; yes at Uni we read and write a lot. 
✦Enhance public speaking and self confidence by presenting in front of a multidisciplinary 
audience!
✦Learn how to balance independent/teamwork: Yes. You will probably be working independently or 
part of a team, and that will help you learn how to organise yourself, plan things in advance and 

manage your time efficiently. 

Develop your computer skills! After all, Excel and Mathlab are not big monsters... 
You’ll familiarise yourself with computer tools that you use regularly during your time 
at uni, why not taking advantage your research experience to be more comfortable 

and beat the “excel-phobia”?

Enhance your network!! Oh, look a new LinkedIn 
connection! During your research adventure, you will meet a 
lot of people like academics and other undergraduate 
researchers from different backgrounds, you will talk to them, 
outside of academic period, they will give more of their time 
to answer your questions and discuss with you.

(One of) the most important points: You will learn independence and resilience. 
Two major skills in succeeding in your academic and professional career, but not only, 
it will make you a stronger and more conscientious person in our daily life. Nothing is 
easy, hard work and patience are the keys to success!

(Another) very important point: It is a unique experience, you have 
to enjoy it! 

“Live your research! It is not just about writing a report to support existing theories! 
Choose a topic which is currently evolving, will further enhance your enthusiasm. Updating with 

news’ articles that deal with your topic will make you feel like an expert of the field!”  
 -Maria Danae Christodoulou, University of Warwick, ICUR 2015 
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Undergraduate Research at Monash University  

The Monash Warwick Alliance has identified the value of undergraduate research and 
encourages young researchers through a number of initiatives including The ICUR Experience, 
Compass and Reinvention. Many undergraduates at Monash University begin to undertake 
research in their first year but sometimes it is difficult to identify yourself as a researcher. We 
developed a set of questions to help undergraduate students identify if they are eligible to present 
their work at ICUR:

Are you completing Honours?
Are you completing a research subject?
Are you completing a special project or internship?
Are you a research assistant?
Are you submitting a major essay or report in one of your subjects?
Are you completing experiments?
Are you collecting data?

The definition of research varies across faculties but because the ICUR Experience is a 
multidisciplinary conference, we welcome a broad range of submissions. If you believe you might 
be completing undergraduate research in 2016 you should talk to your supervisor, lecturer or 
tutor about making a submission to ICUR. Applications will open in the middle of Semester One.

ICUR 2014, Monash University
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Student Profile 

Melanie Hechenberger presented her research entitled “Looking for Answers in Bias Sources: 
Using Bias as an Indication of Cultural Values” at the ICUR 2015. We caught up with Melanie to 
talk about her ICUR presentation and her plans for research in the future. 

What are you doing next year?
 
I have every intention of 
completing an Honours 
Degree in the Centre for 
Ancient Cultures at Monash 
University. I realise that it will 
be a very intense year; 
however, oddly enough, I am 
looking forward to the 
challenge.
 
What benefits did you get 
out of ICUR? 
 
There are just so many 
benefits to taking part in 
ICUR, I could ramble on for 
pages. I will, however, limit 
myself to a select few. Firstly, 
the experience. ICUR was my first conference and my first real taste of what it would be like to 
participate in academic conferences in the future. It was also my first test in regard to how my 
own research would be received by my peers and how I would handle having my ideas 
questioned during the Q&A. I was surprised by how well it all went and this success has boosted 
my confidence in myself. Even if things had not gone so well, however, I would much rather make 
my mistakes in the supportive atmosphere of a conference designed to encourage new 
researchers than at one open to those who are experts in their fields. In this regard, ICUR is an 
invaluable experience to all aspiring academics.
 
ICUR also motivated me to make a start on my research for my thesis next year. I knew at the 
start of the year what my thesis topic was to be and ICUR gave me the goal I needed to set aside 
time to research and think about my topic. It is so easy to shelve things that don’t demand our 
immediate attention, especially when we have coursework, jobs, a social life, etc. that appear to 
be more pressing. But I am so glad I took on this opportunity as it has ensured that I have a body 
of research ready to draw upon next year. Hopefully this preparation will help alleviate some of 
the pressure from a year that, by all reports, is to be one of the most intense that I will have 
experienced.
 
Will you be planning to present your Honours research at ICUR 2016?
 
Most certainly! 
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New Year, New program: COMPASS 

  
 Love undergraduate research? 

                 Enjoy meeting students from other global research institutions? 

                                 Want to add an interdisciplinary edge to your degree? 

You might be interested in the Compass Program!

The Compass Program is a new initiative designed to fully immerse undergraduate 
students in the ICUR experience. 
Students will become involved in a 
global research network encompassing 
students from the University of Warwick, 
Nanyang Technological University, 
Kyushu University, the University of 
Washington and Monash University. It 
will allow students to develop 
international connections with both 
students and academics, provide an 
opportunity to practice second language 
skills or extend their exchange 
experience with one of these 
institutions.

If this sounds like something you are interested in, keep your eyes on the 
newsletter for further official details and the application process in the coming 

months!

INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS

Industry Connections is a new and exciting feature of the ICUR experience. 
Throughout the year, there will be various opportunities for high achieving and 
aspirational students to explore their potential career avenues, both in postgraduate 
research and outside the academy. On the ICUR calendar are instructional seminars 
on professional networking; building an internationally competitive resume; and panel 
discussions on the role of research in various industries such as finance and 
engineering. We are also brainstorming ways in which we can include the private 
sector and prospects for employment therein, for the conference itself. The student 
team would love to hear from ICUR participants on how we can best serve your 
interests. 

If you have ideas regarding the incorporation of industry in ICUR activities, both 
proceeding the conference and during, please contact Alexis Tan and Laura Riccardi 
via email: hongqi.tan@monash.edu or laura.riccardi@monash.edu respectively. Stay 
tuned for more information in future newsletters!

ICUR 2014, University of Warwick. 

mailto:hongqi.tan@monash.edu%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:laura.riccardi@monash.edu%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Integrated Masters Research at ICUR 

If you are on an integrated masters course (MMath, MChem, MEng, etc.) then you’ll be doing 
research in your final year, maybe you can’t wait, or are a little nervous, either way, ICUR can 
help! As it’s an undergraduate degree, your research will be eligible for inclusion at ICUR. By 
presenting your research at our conference, students, researchers and academics from 
Warwick and universities across the world, from Australia to Tennessee, via video link, will be 
able to Q&A with you and absorb your research presentation as if you were there in person. 
This exposure that ICUR can give your work is unmatched, and we now have our own journal, 
Reinvention, too, so you’ll be a published researcher as well as presenting at an International 
Conference.
That may sound daunting, which is why we have a series of training workshops to make sure 
you’re prepared; on top of that, we have our Campus programme of events and socials where 
you’ll mix and exchange ideas with fellow undergrad researchers from all universities 
participating in ICUR. 

Give your undergrad research the attention and support it 
deserves, by presenting it at ICUR! 
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