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Welcome to the final edition 

of the 2015 ICUR newsletter.  

Hopefully preparation for your 

presentation is underway by now. It 

is worth reminding students that this 

is meant to be an educative 

experience that introduces budding 

researchers to academic conventions, 

such as presenting a project at 

conferences and writing an article for 

a peer-reviewed journal 

like Reinvention.  

Given it will be the first opportunity 

most of you will have had to speak at 

such an event, we want to reassure 

presenters that some mild anxiety is 

normal and that other students will 

be having similar concerns. 

Persevere.  

 

 

We would also like to offer some 

directives about how to maximise 

your experience at the conference. 

Attend other fellow students' 

presentations, be attentive and 

polite. Consider some thoughtful 

questions you might ask during the 

designated time at the end of the 

session that will allow the 

presenters to expand on their ideas. 

Why not ask them how they intend 

to proceed with the project? Whose 

work are they drawing upon? What 

was their methodological approach 

to their research? Use the break 

times effectively to get to know 

students and staff members that are 

unfamiliar to you.  

 

 

 

Finally, we would like to extend our 

gratitude to the other student 

directors and volunteers including 

Global Ambassador Kate Aldred and 

Josh Marlow at Reinvention. In 

particular, we'd like to thank Grace 

May O’Donnell for her efforts and of 

course Dr. Ernest Koh and Kirra 

Minton, Academic Advisors, without 

whom ICUR would not be possible. It 

has been a privilege to work alongside 

an enthusiastic team to produce a 

conference that is unique in 

recognising and celebrating 

undergraduate research and we are 

eagerly anticipating your 

presentations.  

Alexis Tan & Laura Riccardi, Monash 

student directors 
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Integer facilisis arcu 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse nulla pretium, 

rhoncus tempor fermentum, enim integer ad vestibulum 

volutpat. Nisl rhoncus turpis est, vel elit, congue wisi enim 

nunc ultricies sit, magna tincidunt. Maecenas aliquam 

maecenas ligula nostra, accumsan taciti. Sociis mauris in 

integer, a dolor netus non dui aliquet, sagittis felis sodales, 

dolor sociis mauris, vel eu libero cras. Faucibus at. Arcu 

habitasse elementum est, ipsum purus pede porttitor class, ut 

adipiscing, aliquet sed auctor, imperdiet arcu per diam dapibus 

libero duis. Enim eros in vel, volutpat nec pellentesque leo, 

temporibus scelerisque nec.

Ac dolor ac adipiscing amet bibendum nullam, lacus molestie 

ut libero nec, diam et, pharetra sodales, feugiat ullamcorper id 

tempor id vitae. Mauris pretium aliquet, lectus tincidunt. 

Porttitor mollis imperdiet libero senectus pulvinar. Etiam 

molestie mauris ligula laoreet, vehicula eleifend. Repellat orci 

erat et, sem cum, ultricies sollicitudin amet eleifend dolor 

nullam erat, malesuada est leo ac. Varius natoque turpis 

elementum est. Duis montes, tellus lobortis lacus amet arcu et. 

In vitae vel, wisi at, id praesent bibendum libero faucibus 

porta egestas, quisque praesent ipsum fermentum tempor. 

Curabitur auctor, erat mollis sed, turpis vivamus a dictumst 

congue magnis. Aliquam amet ullamcorper dignissim molestie, 

Lorum Ipsum Dolor �1

What is ICUR? 

ICUR is an annual 
multidisciplinary forum that 
connects students from 
universities in seven 
countries across the world to 
a single conference via 
videoconference 
technology. It is jointly 
organised by Monash 
University and The University 
of Warwick through the 
Monash-Warwick Alliance, in 
collaboration with several 
participating institutions. 

Donec quis nunc 

kjbjh 
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The ICUR team are pleased to announce the call for papers for ICUR 2016 which will be held from 
27th – 28th September 2016, concurrently in Australia, the United Kingdom, Singapore, Malaysia, 

Japan, South Africa, and the United States at various leading universities in each country. 

The theme of the conference is:

 “Current research issues in your discipline or area”. 

About ICUR

ICUR is a global event, spanning two days, 
with conference presenters from across the 
world linked together from their home 
campuses by cutting-edge video-
conferencing technology. It is an exclusively 
undergraduate forum designed to showcase 
the best in undergraduate research from 
across the globe, and to provide a supportive 
yet critical environment for talented young 
scholars.  

Submissions from ALL FIELDS 
AND DISCIPLINES are welcome! 

We anticipate diverse contributions to 
make ICUR 2016 a conference to shift 

your thinking, expand your network, and 
transform the way undergraduates 

approach their research.

Why ICUR? 

ICUR is an opportunity for students to: 

• Internationalise their university experience by presenting on the 
world stage and networking with fellow undergraduate researchers 
from around the world. 

• Understand how to articulate the importance of their research across 
disciplinary boundaries. 

• Develop intercultural competences that allow them to understand 
how local specificities or global imperatives shape their research 
area. 

• Explore current research issues in a wide variety of fields and 
disciplines. 

• Get published in the universities’ undergraduate research publication 
Reinvention: an International Journal of Undergraduate Research 

• Gain support and training in writing a conference abstract and 
delivering an effective presentation 

• Develop your transferable vocational skills, such as networking, 
public speaking, interviewing, writing a CV, and career management 
through workshops hosted by 
university alumni who have been 
successful in industry. 

Please submit your abstracts to: http://www.icurportal.com/submit-an-abstract

The closing date for submission of abstracts is 15 May, 2016 at 11.59 pm.
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Reinvention: an International Journal of Undergraduate Research 

Taking your undergraduate career to another level
Whether you are an aspiring academic, researcher, or a student wanting to make the most of 

your degree, submitting an article to Reinvention is an invaluable experience.

What’s the history of 
Reinvention? 

Embracing the ethos that academia is a community in 

which students should play an active role, the journal was 

founded through the Reinvention Centre jointly by 

Warwick and Oxford Brookes University in 2007. In 2012 

Monash University became partners in the journal and it 

is now produced, edited and managed by students and 

staff in the UK and Australia as part of the Monash-

Warwick Alliance. Reinvention is an online, open-access, 

peer-reviewed journal, dedicated to the publication of 

high-quality undergraduate research. We welcome 

academic articles from all disciplinary areas and all 

universities.

Why publish as an 
undergraduate? 

Undertaking research as an undergraduate offers access 

to new skills, improves attainment, and can help you to 

build your professional network as a researcher. After 

refining and presenting your ideas at conferences such 

as ICUR, engaging with the publication process is a 

natural next-step. There is an informative article on the 

advantages gained by students who publish early in their 

careers available on our website: http://

www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/

volume8issue1/editorial/  

What does the publication process look like?  

1) Initial screening: the editorial board meets to review submissions, accepting and 
rejecting manuscripts based on their merits as original research.

2) Peer review: around three specialist reviewers are sought for each accepted 
paper. The reviews are collated and a judgement about whether the paper should 
continue to publication is made. If favourable, the author will be contacted and 
asked to revise their article based on the reviewers’ recommendations. This stage 
can take several months.

3) Copy editing: when the author has achieved a publishable standard, their 
manuscript is sent for copy editing. The paper is then ready to appear in the next 
issue of Reinvention.

4) Post-publication: articles that have appeared in previous issues have been cited 
in research by academic and postgraduate authors, in undergraduate coursework, 
in taught modules, and as examples of model student work.

How can you maximise your chances of 
publication? 

Whether the subject is abstract mathematics or Romantic poets, the best research papers 
have a great deal in common:

1) A clear abstract: telling us why we should care about your research. Why is your 
research original, and how did you do it? What were your findings, and where is 
your research going from here?

2) Structure and clarity of analysis: aim to produce work that looks and reads like 
it comes from the professionals. Make sure your written English is of a high 
standard, and do not be afraid to revise, rewrite, and revise again.

3) Be creative: the best articles build on a well-referenced, 
well-considered foundation to move their fields forward in 
new and surprising directions.

4) Stick to the style guide: most academic journals will 
reject you outright if you don’t stick religiously to their 
required word counts, referencing styles, and document 
layout. You can download Reinvention’s full style guide 
here: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/contributors/
styleguide/ 

Many student researchers move from presenting at conferences such as ICUR to preparing 
a paper for publication. If you are one of them, the Reinvention team gives you their full 
support, looks forward to seeing your work, and wishes you the very best of luck. In the 
meantime, you can sign up for content alerts from Reinvention to stay informed about 
publications, deadlines and future opportunities: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/
iatl/reinvention/about/alerts 

If you have any questions, you can contact the Editor, Joe Grimwade: 
J.Grimwade@warwick.ac.uk

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/contributors/styleguide/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/about/alerts
mailto:J.Grimwade@warwick.ac.uk
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/volume8issue1/editorial/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/contributors/styleguide/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/about/alerts
mailto:J.Grimwade@warwick.ac.uk
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/volume8issue1/editorial/
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New Colombo Plan 

The New Colombo Plan, announced in 2013, is an exciting 
initiative of the Australian Government which aims to create 
and foster relationships between young Australian scholars 
and industry leaders, institutions and companies throughout 
the Indo Pacific. Monash University has fully supported the 
program since its inception and seeks to create opportunities 
for Australian students and students from the Indo Pacific 
region to collaborate and exchange ideas. 

The Australian Government has committed $100 million to 
fund the New Colombo Plan over five years as a testament 
to its commitment to encourage students to engage with 
innovators, scholars and industry leaders in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Each year up to $67 000 dollars is offered to 100 of 
Australia’s best students to allow them to study and work in 
Indo Pacific countries. Other students can access grants and 
stipends from $20 million of funding each year as part of the 
New Colombo Plan Mobility Scheme which has already 
benefitted 5, 450 students to travel to 28 nations in the Indo 
Pacific region. 

The fundamental aim of the New Colombo Plan is to 
improve the ability of Australian students to engage and 
learn from their counterparts in the Indo Pacific region. 
While it used to be common for students from Asia to 
study and work in Australia, it is increasingly the case that 
Australian students are looking to Asia for opportunities in 
study and innovation. By increasing the intercultural 
competency of students, the Australian Government and 
Monash University seek to create a genuine exchange of 
ideas, knowledge and opportunities throughout Australia 
and the Indo Pacific region for the mutual benefit of all 
involved. 

Monash University can nominate up to ten students for 
the New Colombo Plan Scholarship Program. Students 
will be able to express their interest in being nominated 
over the coming months. Students should contact 
Monash Abroad to apply for funding through the New 
Colombo Plan Mobility Scheme. 
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Students Profiles  

We recently caught up with some past presenters and asked them a few questions about their 
experience at last year’s ICUR. 

 

 

Maria-Danae Christodoulou, 
University of Warwick  

So you have graduated in 2015, what did you do 
then? 
Maria: After graduating from Warwick with a BSc in 
Economics, I immediately started the MSc in 
Management Science (Decision Science) at LSE and I 
am currently working towards its completion.

Looking back to your experience at ICUR, what 
benefits did you get from it? 
My confidence while presenting has been boosted from 
my experience at ICUR. I learnt that I should not be 
doubtful while presenting, as this is the only way to 
clearly convey my messages to the audience. 
Generally, keeping things simple so everyone can 
follow and engaging the audience while talking, are 
fundamental objectives in presentations.

What was your most memorable 
moment during the conference? Why? 
Receiving challenging questions from the 
audience at Warwick University

but also from the audience abroad is an unforgettable 
experience. First, I was quite anxious as various experts 
were listening to my speech. However, since I was 
confident about my research, I could answer their 
questions step by step and by thinking outside of the 
box. Their questions also helped me in identifying 
extensions for my research that I have not thought 
before.

What advice would you give to future participants?
Future participants can do their best by comprehending 
fully what their research is about and by explaining their 
processes and conclusions in a simplified way. Just 
have in mind that some people in your audience will 
have no insights into your field of research and 
presenting only complicated material will cause 
discomfort. Just focus on your main points and live the 
moment of your presentation!

Edwin Neo,                                     
Nanyang Technological University  

Briefly explain the research you presented at 
ICUR 2015.
Edwin: I presented on a hybrid theory to justify 
legal punishment as a measure to take against 
criminals. In legal philosophy, there already 
exists 2 main groups of theories that have been 
used to justify punishment, namely 
consequentialism and retributivism. I have 
formed a hybrid theory with two specific 
justifications: revenge-based retributivism 
with lex talionis and rule-utilitarianism. The 
former was used to identify whom deserve 
punishments, and the latter was used to justify 
the degree and type of punishment.

How did you prepare for ICUR?
I had to make sure that no stones were left 
unturned. I looked through my essay in the 
URECA report a few times to confirm it was 
error-free.  I pre-empted some potential 
questions that might be raised against my 
standpoint and prepared responses to them. My 
philosophy professor guided me while I was 
preparing my counterarguments, to make sure 
these were cogent and strong.

What did you gain from the ICUR 
Experience?
I have gained more maturity and experience in 
relation to presenting in a public setting. Even 
though I had to give several presentations 
throughout my degree, I would say that 
presenting at ICUR really put my skills to the 
ultimate test as I was presenting my research in 

the ultimate test as I was presenting my research in 
front of some of the best undergraduate researchers 
from several leading universities. In addition, I had to 
rehearse my acuity in thought-processing as I had to 
develop good  responses on the spot. Presenting at 
ICUR has definitely increased my self-confidence 
and I feel much more prepared for future 
presentations.

How has undergraduate research enhanced your 
degree?
Even though the technical details of this project were 
unrelated to my major, this undergraduate research 
has definitely helped me to improve my research 
skills for my Final Year Project. Prior to URECA this 
year, I had already taken up another URECA project 
the year before. This time, the topic was a lot more 
related to my major as well as my Final Year Project. 
Overall, whether it was technical know-how 
or research skills, I already had a head-start before 
even embarking on my Final Year Project.

Do you have any tips for students planning to 
present at ICUR 2016?
Make the most of this opportunity! At the 
undergraduate level, an international conference is 
probably the ultimate challenge for you to test  your 
technical competence, research and presentation 
skills. This opportunity is definitely a fine addition to 
your curriculum vitae, and also a chance to 
showcase what you are passionate about in front of 
an international audience. Come prepared, invite 
your friends and family members, and show the 
world what you are made of! 
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Students Profiles  

We also caught up with a past student director and asked him a few questions about his 
experience at last year’s ICUR. 

 

Phay Chung Koh,                               
Nanyang Technological University  

Tell us about your role as a student director at ICUR 2015. 

I served as Event Director for ICUR 2015 at NTU. It was a 
really refreshing experience compared to anything I have done 
in the past because the coordination work was largely 
international. Our team had to keep up with a timeline of what 
Monash and Warwick were planning, along with other 
participating schools, which taught me a lot about being flexible 
in organising and coordinating an event of this scale. Within 
NTU, I also had to communicate closely with each selected 
presenter to make sure that our presenters benefited fully from 
the scheduled coaching and reviews by our workshop 
speakers. 

Could you give us some insight into what happens at 
ICUR behind the scenes? 

I would say that something I found interesting and didn’t 
expected was how a student director has to keep a 
communication channel with each selected presenter from 
your home university. For example, as our conference time-
slots were themed and grouped based on the topics of the 
projects, many presenters made requests to switch to a 
session that they thought better fit their project. In this process, 
I got to learn a lot more about their project, which added an 
unexpected learning experience to my role as Student Director. 

How did you get involved in ICUR? 

The recruitment and selection was coordinated through 
the NTU URECA Undergraduate Research Programme. I had first 
heard about it from an email from our programme manager, Wenny. 
After expressing interest, I got to meet past Student Directors over a 
chat and knew immediately that this was an opportunity I did not 
want to miss.  

What do you think are the key benefits of ICUR? 

Planning such a unique event - and by unique I mean the opportunity 
to work with international partners alongside participants from your 
own university - is a great way to learn about making decisions in a 
team environment. It is really rewarding because you learn from the 
people you work with. This is something that stays with you and 
benefits you in future projects. Furthermore, ICUR is an 
interdisciplinary conference, this sets a great context for us to learn 
about arranging and coordinating researchers from very different 
fields. 

How has ICUR impacted you or your research? 

ICUR was more than a job or role where I coordinated and led an 
event. It was also about conversations with aspiring molecular 
scientists and computing researchers, and these conversations have 
led me to apply to the medical school at my university to extend my 
research scope. As a public policy major interested in global health, I 
really appreciate how ICUR contributed to giving me a bridge from 
the soft sciences to the hard sciences. My current research is in drug 
development, which is quite a leap from what I worked on in my 
public policy programme but that’s fine because I find it really 
fulfilling. 

What makes you so passionate about encouraging 
students to participate in ICUR? 

I guess the most exciting thing about ICUR is that you 
will grow in a way that is different from everyone else 
who participates in the conference, either as a selected 
speaker, or a Student Director. The interdisciplinary 
nature of the conference gives you a chance to meet 
very bright people who are doing very good work in 
very different areas. I mean, I definitely would not have 
envisioned myself doing research at a medical school 
before ICUR. 

Based on your experiences, do you have any 
advice for students on what to expect from ICUR 
2016? 

Haha, be eager for the unexpected! 


