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Integer facilisis arcu 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse nulla pretium, 

rhoncus tempor fermentum, enim integer ad vestibulum 

volutpat. Nisl rhoncus turpis est, vel elit, congue wisi enim 

nunc ultricies sit, magna tincidunt. Maecenas aliquam 

maecenas ligula nostra, accumsan taciti. Sociis mauris in 

integer, a dolor netus non dui aliquet, sagittis felis sodales, 

dolor sociis mauris, vel eu libero cras. Faucibus at. Arcu 

habitasse elementum est, ipsum purus pede porttitor class, ut 

adipiscing, aliquet sed auctor, imperdiet arcu per diam dapibus 

libero duis. Enim eros in vel, volutpat nec pellentesque leo, 

temporibus scelerisque nec.

Ac dolor ac adipiscing amet bibendum nullam, lacus molestie 

ut libero nec, diam et, pharetra sodales, feugiat ullamcorper id 

tempor id vitae. Mauris pretium aliquet, lectus tincidunt. 

Porttitor mollis imperdiet libero senectus pulvinar. Etiam 

molestie mauris ligula laoreet, vehicula eleifend. Repellat orci 

erat et, sem cum, ultricies sollicitudin amet eleifend dolor 

nullam erat, malesuada est leo ac. Varius natoque turpis 

elementum est. Duis montes, tellus lobortis lacus amet arcu et. 

In vitae vel, wisi at, id praesent bibendum libero faucibus 

porta egestas, quisque praesent ipsum fermentum tempor. 

Curabitur auctor, erat mollis sed, turpis vivamus a dictumst 

congue magnis. Aliquam amet ullamcorper dignissim molestie, 

Lorum Ipsum Dolor �1

What is ICUR? 

ICUR is an annual 
multidisciplinary forum that 
connects students from 
universities in seven 
countries across the world to 
a single conference via 
videoconference 
technology. It is jointly 
organised by Monash 
University and The University 
of Warwick through the 
Monash-Warwick Alliance, in 
collaboration with several 
participating institutions. 

Donec quis nunc 

kjbjh 
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How to Prepare for 
Undergraduate 
Research 

Whether you are completing an undergraduate 
research project as part of a summer project, 
an honours year, a major assignment or a 
sponsorship program, it is important to prepare 
yourself. We talked to past ICUR presenters 
about their research and compiled this list of 
tips to help you navigate the exciting and 
challenging world of undergraduate research.

1. Laying the Groundwork

There is no substitute for comprehensive 
knowledge  of the area of study in which you 
will be working. The best way to learn about 
your field is to read widely. It is important to 
ensure that you have a working knowledge of 
the seminal texts, ideas or experiments in your 
field while at the same time ensuring that you 
have read the most recent scholarship so you 
are aware of the direction your field is taking. 
Nevertheless, be wary of falling into a literary 
chasm where it seems impossible to begin 
writing until you have read everything.

To avoid writer’s block it is important to read 
critically. Ask yourself how each book, 
article or report was relevant to your work 
and write a couple of paragraphs linking 
each author’s ideas to the themes or 
theories you will be exploring. 

2. Getting Help

Your research project might involve having 
a dedicated supervisor or mentor to assist 
you or perhaps you might be completing 
your research with a greater degree of 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . W h a t e v e r y o u r 
circumstances, it is important that you seek 
assistance, clarification and review from a 
range of people. You should look for people 
from different areas of study and even 
different faculties who may be able to 
critically evaluate your research in ways you 
had not considered. Seeking advice from a 
variety of people will add depth to your 
research and increase the relevance of your 
work to a wider audience. 

Seeking advice from a variety of people will add 
depth to your research and increase the 
relevance of your work to a greater audience. 

3. Staying Calm

It is almost inevitable that researchers, 
undergraduate or otherwise, will have difficulties 
in their research. Maybe you will be unable to 
access essential sources or equipment. Maybe 
you will discover that your idea has already 
been tried unsuccessfully. Many of you will learn 
that your project was too ambitious. If you hit a 
roadblock in your research the most important 
thing is to communicate this challenge to your 
supervisor or mentor. Academic staff are there to 
help you navigate your way through the 
inevitable difficulties that will arise. The worst 
thing you can do is to try and self-manage major 
problems because this usually only leads to 
further hitches at a later stage when it becomes 
more difficult to re-direct your work. 

The best advice our past ICUR presenters gave 
was to remember that research is a marathon 
rather than a sprint, so a calm and considered 
approach is the best recipe for success. 
Undergraduate research, while challenging, is 
an endeavour that will enhance your degree. By 
preparing thoroughly and working consistently, 
you are ensured a rich and rewarding 
experience.
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The ICUR process  

With 2016 and ICUR well on its way, the 
Cartographer team would like to take a 
moment to explain the ICUR process to all 
potential presenters at ICUR 2016. In this 
handy article, we give you a step-by-step 
guide to getting your research featured at 
this year’s conference.

First up, of course, is the call for papers, 
where the organisers (that’s us!) invite 
potential presenters (that’s you!) to begin 
submitting abstracts for consideration by the 
ICUR team. Once the call for papers has 
been announced, potential presenters 
should prepare their abstracts and then 
submit them when ready. For your 
convenience, we have also prepared a 
handy guide to writing an abstract, which 
can be found below.

Following submission, the abstracts will go 
through a rigorous selection process before 
successful applicants are notified that they 
have been accepted to present at ICUR. 
Prior to the actual day of the conference, 
there will be a series of workshops 
presented by var ious in ternat ional 
academics who will provide presenters with 
tips and tricks to prepare and present the 
perfect conference paper. 

With the skills gained from the workshops, 
presenters can then move on to prepare 
their presentations before finally stepping up 
to the lectern on the big day and presenting 
their research to the world. On the day, 
presenters will have the opportunity to 
answer questions from the audience (some a 
few thousand miles away via video-
conference). Outside of their own sessions, 
presenters can take the opportunity to attend 
other sessions or mingle and network with 
other presenters during the breaks between 
sessions.

Once the conference is done and dusted 
with, presenters with a view towards 
academic publication can also submit their 
work to the Monash-Warwick Alliance’s 
journal, Reinvention: An International Journal 
of Undergraduate Research. This is, of 
course, entirely optional but it never hurts to 
try. Furthermore, this is a great opportunity 
for those looking to get into academia as it 
provides an insight into the process around 
getting a journal article published.

Step%1:
Call$for$papers

Step%2:
Prepare&and&submit&your&
abstracts&
Handy%guide:%How%to%write%an%abstract

Step%3:
Students(selected(to(present(at(
ICUR(notified

Step%5:%
Prepare&your&presentation&

Step%4:%
Attend&the&ICUR&workshops

Step%6:%The%Big%Day!
Present'at'ICUR

Step%7%(Optional):%
Submit'your'research'to'Reinvention

ICUR 2014

+Addendum: Compass and 
the Industry Connections 
programs – as part of the 
ICUR framework, take part in 
Compass, the international 
buddy program or Industry 
Connections, which helps 
you get started in the fields 
you’re interested in. 
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How to Write an Abstract 

At ICUR, abstracts serve two purposes. Firstly, 
organisers use them to decide whether or not 
papers are accepted for presentation at the 
conference. Secondly, attendees are provided 
with a Book of Abstracts prior to the event that 
outline the various papers and presenters during 
the conference so as to allow them to decide 
which sessions they wish to attend.

Learning to write an abstract is a core skill in 
academia, applicable not only in applying to 
present at conferences but also when writing 
your theses and dissertations or when attempting 
to get your work published in a journal. A good 
abstract offers interested parties a glimpse into 
your research and helps them to decide if they 
want to continue reading your work or move on.

However, there are a number of things to 
keep in mind when writing an abstract. 
Most importantly, an abstract is not a 
teaser. It needs to be a clear, concise 
explanation of your paper from start to 
finish and as such you need to keep these 
five questions in mind:

• What is in your presentation?
• Why are you doing this 

research?
• How did you go about doing 

this research?
• What did you find?
• How does your research 

impact the field?

Most abstracts tend to be between 100 and 
250 words and this can seem like quite a 
challenge. Some of you may be thinking how 
can I sum up months or even years of work 
in 250 words? There are many ways to write 
a good abstract and you need to develop 
your own style of writing as part of your 
journey through undergraduate research and 
beyond. 

By following this framework and answering 
these questions in your abstract, you will be 
able to present as much information as 
possible to the reader to decide if they are 
interested in your work. From there, you can 
improve your abstract by adding your own 
personal style or ‘voice’ to give your abstract 
a unique flavour that stands out from the 
rest. How you do that is up to you.

Student Profile 

At ICUR 2015, Monash Faculty of Engineering 
student Warakorn Jirakur presented a fascinating 
paper on the development of a titanium-zirconium 
alloy for use in dental implants. We recently caught 
up with Warakorn and asked him a few questions 
about his experience at last year’s ICUR. 

What was your experience at ICUR like?

I found ICUR a really great and well-
organised event although I feel that it would 
have benefited from more supporters. I’d 
definitely like to see an increase in the 
number of people attending the event this 
year.

Did you find ICUR a rewarding 
experience? If so, how?

ICUR 2015 was a really rewarding 
experience because, as an undergraduate 
student, it was a great opportunity to 
showcase my research to students from 
other disciplines. The conference allowed 
me to explain my research in detail to other 
students, including the problems that I 
faced with my research and this proved to 
be a fantastic learning experience for me 
and the people I met at the conference as 
we managed to exchange ideas and 
problem-solving techniques that none of us 
would have ever thought of by ourselves. 
Furthermore, without this opportunity, I 
personal ly th ink that research by 
undergraduates would never get the 
recognition or appreciation that they 
deserve. What usually happens is that 
undergraduate researchers tend to do 
fantastic research and then simply submit it 
as a part of an assignment and it’s ever 
only seen by an examiner and that’s it.

How has ICUR impacted you or your 
research?

ICUR has definitely influenced me to 
pursue further research within academia as 
it inspired me to study more and to learn 

Just to provide one example, one of the 
sessions I attended had a paper on Egypt, 
and how what started out as a relatively 
small empire expanded into a much larger 
empire through trade and mi l i tary 
advancement. As I'm from the field of 
engineering, I had never been exposed to a 
lot of the disciplines I encountered at ICUR 
(e.g. history, art, law), many of which 
provided me with a new lens of viewing my 
own work and the world more generally. 

Do you have any tips for students 
planning to present at ICUR 2016?
I’d definitely recommend planning your 
paper ahead of time once your abstract has 
been accepted and as part of that, try to 
really point out the interesting area of your 
research. On the top of this, remember that 
it is a multi-disciplinary conference. As 
such, you need to try to simplify your 
research so that it can be understood by 
intelligent laypeople. Don’t just expect the 
audience to know what you’re talking 
about. If your presentation is filled with 
complicated graphs, statistics and technical 
jargon, a lot of the audience members will 
have a tough time understanding the 
importance of your research since they 
may come from different fields. To avoid 
this and to get your message across 
clearer, use plain language, simple graphs 
and explain or describe the more technical 
parts of your presentation. Communicating 
to people without your specialist knowledge 
and experience is an important skill that 
you definitely need to learn to get the most 
of ICUR.


