
   

Last month, two workshops were 

conducted via video-

conferencing to provide student 

presenters of ICUR 2015 with 

some useful presentation skills. 

We are extremely pleased to see 

such great turnout and 

interaction between the 

presenters and students, and 

among the students themselves. 

The first workshop was conducted 

between Monash University and 

University of Warwick which covers 

basic public speaking skills. The second 

workshop was held between Kyushu 

University and Monash University, 

which served to educate students on 

how to convey their research 

effectively and efficiently to other 

 

 

 

researchers from different 

backgrounds, both culturally and 

academically.

 

 

 

For students who were unable to attend 

the two workshops, you can access 

relevant informational content at 

http://www.icurportal.com/support-

and-guidance/presenting-your-

research/, and also at 

http://www.icurportal.com/support-

and-guidance/verbal-presentations/ to 

help prepare you for the upcoming 

conference. 

Alexis Tan & Laura Riccardi, Monash 
student directors 
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Two months to go! 
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http://www.icurportal.com/support-and-guidance/verbal-presentations/
http://www.icurportal.com/support-and-guidance/verbal-presentations/
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ICUR 2015 STUDENT PRESENTER PROFILES 

 

 

Soon Leqi 

Singapore Management 

University 

I will be presenting on how 
Singapore’s maritime industry has 
managed to achieve continued 
success and if this success is 
sustainable in the long run. As an 
undergraduate researcher, the 
process of acquiring, interpreting 
and analyzing information has been 
both challenging and enjoyable; it 
has allowed me to develop essential 
critical thinking skills that are 
applicable across disciplines. 

 

Angus Burns 

Monash Australia 

The practice of transgendering is 
hailed in Western media as crucial 
to the degradation of restrictive, 
hetero-patriarchally defined modes 
of being. I seek to critically examine 
the resistance and acquiescence to 
hegemonic norms that gender 
dissenting individuals are 
encouraged to engage in through 
transgendering. Research in my 
undergraduate years has opened 
countless doors and has illuminated 
a once concealed career path.  

 

Chandi Dhingra  

Monash Australia 

I will examine three approaches to 
prosecuting the newly recognised 
crime of sexual violence committed 
against child-soldiers by their own 
military commanders in war, and 
determine which is most effective. 
So far, it’s been a fantastic 
experience immersing myself in a 
specific area of research. The most 
useful skills I’ve learnt are how to 
work consistently and stick to self-

imposed deadlines! 

 

Hannah O’Loughlin  

Monash Australia 

I am exploring aspects of the 
human anatomy to its true form 
and size by comparing two 
methods of drawing, both 
traditional and conceptual and 
then merging the two methods 
together. As an undergraduate 
researcher, I have found that the 
Monash Library Database often 
has the information I need for 
research assignments; most of my 
lecturers have also been 
encouraging of my research 
projects. 

 

Daniel Foil 

University of North 

Caroline at Greensboro  

Daniel is a senior double majoring 
in Chemistry and German. After 
graduating, he plans to pursue a 
Masters in Chemistry in Germany 
or Austria. Daniel’s research in 
Dr. Nadja Cech’s laboratory at 
UNCG focuses on evaluating the 
potential of new compounds from 
plants to fight antibiotic resistant 
infections. 

 

Stephanie Boxtel  

Monash Australia 

The study I am presenting 
consisted of locating effective and 
acceptable components for a 
suicide prevention program for 
Australian farmers. Being an 
undergraduate researcher has 
been an excellent learning 
opportunity that I have thoroughly 
enjoyed. There is so much 
support and advice out there for 
us. It’s opened my mind to see 
research as an enjoyable career 
possibility. 
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STUDENT PROFILE  

Kathryn Thompson 

University of Warwick 

 

 

INSTITUTION PROFILE 

The University of Western 

Australia,  Australia 

The University of Western 

Australia (UWA) was founded in 

1911 and has since become a 

leading institution in education, 

research and community 

engagement. 

 

   Today, the University enrols 

more than 24,000 students, 19% 

of whom are international 

students. Additionally, it 

employs some 1500 academic 

staff across eight major faculties 

and specialty research centres. 

 

   An internationally acclaimed 

institution, UWA has a strong 

teaching and research nexus 

across all disciplines. We offer 

students the opportunity to 

engage with a global network 

of leading institutions, whilst also 

responding to the needs of their 

local communities. 

 

   As a participating institution in 

ICUR 2015, UWA affirms its 

commitment to pursuing 

excellence in undergraduate 

research. 

Kathryn is currently studying for 

a taught Master of Arts in 

Ancient Visual and Material 

Culture, after completing her 

Bachelor of Arts in Classics in 

2014. She presented a paper 

looking at the ways in which 

Queen Dido of Carthage, a 

character from Virgil’s 

canonical epic poem the 

Aeneid, was portrayed and 

utilised in three different pieces 

of ancient Roman art at ICUR 

2014. 

Kathryn first heard of ICUR when she 

was invited to submit an abstract by 

the ICUR team. At that time, she was 

undertaking a research project which 

was both supported and funded by the 

Warwick’s Undergraduate Research 

Support Scheme (URSS). Both Kathryn 

and her project supervisor, Dr. Zahra 

Newby, feel that “presenting a paper at 

ICUR would prove an ideal end goal 

for my URSS project and provide me 

with valuable conference experience as 

I made the transition into postgraduate 

study.” 

Relating to the problem that 

undergraduate research is often 

overlooked, Kathryn believes that 

ICUR helps to overcome this issue. 

She says, “ICUR definitively proves 

that undergraduate students can come 

together to create an exciting, 

enriching and hugely stimulating 

interdisciplinary conference” and 

students “have the opportunity to 

disseminate research that is hugely 

interesting, ambitious and, in many 

cases, even ground-breaking.  Much 

of this research would have 

potentially gone unnoticed had 

students not had a platform such as 

ICUR.” 

Kathryn says that ICUR provides 

students “a flavor of what an 

academic career and discover 

whether it right for them” and “they 

can gain valuable experience to help 

them stand out in any application 

process.” 

Discussing about her ICUR 

experience, Kathryn feels that the 

Q&A session proves to be most 

useful for her. “Having questions 

posed to me about my work not 

only gave me confidence (people 

were actually interested in my 

research!!) but also made me 

consider my project from new 

perspectives.” 

Kathryn believes that ICUR has 

further encouraged her to advance 

to postgraduate studies. “My 

experience at the conference 

confirmed my passion for my 

discipline as well as my desire to 

bring my research to a wider 

audience, and no doubt proved 

instrumental in my successful 

application for PhD funding.” 
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Reinvention 

International Journal of Undergraduate Research 
 

Taarika Bangalore, Assistant editor  

Monash University 

 

Taarika is currently doing 

her degree in the Bachelor 

of Environmental 

Engineering at Monash 

University.  

Taarika found out about Reinvention 

after seeing a link on the student 

news section of the Monash website 

and thought “it was a really 

interesting publication to get 

involved with.”   

For her, “The biggest difference 

between Reinvention and other 

academic journals is the fact that the 

editorial team is comprised of 

undergraduates”. This is however not 

always the case with undergraduate 

journals, and as such makes 

Reinvention unique. She explains that 

it “allows us to communicate… and 

understand the challenges faced by 

undergraduates as they attempt to 

publish their first piece of research.” 

Undergraduate research is important 

to Tarrika as she feels that it enables 

students “to develop the tools and 

techniques you require to not only 

pursue further academic studies, but 

become an expert in your field.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions? 

Please email Kirra Minton (kirra.minton@monash.edu) if you have any questions. 

Additionally, undergraduate research 

provides students an opportunity to 

“broaden your mindset, thinking and 

writing skills.” 

Taarika’s advice for students hoping to 

get their research published is “Always, 

always, always read the website and 

familiarise yourself with the style 

requirements, even before writing your 

piece” and “ensure that someone who is 

unfamiliar with the topic can easily gain 

an insight into the background of your 

area.”  

As an assistant editor, Taarika reads 

through any incoming submissions to 

see if they are suitable to be peer-

reviewed. Once there is an approved 

list pieces, each assistant editor is 

assigned an article, which they take 

through the peer-review process. After 

they have been reviewed and suggested 

improvements have been made, 

 

 

the articles are published on the 

Reinvention website at 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/f

ac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/. 

 

mailto:kirra.minton@monash.edu
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/iatl/reinvention/

