
  

It was an honour and privilege 

for us to read through a ream of 

abstracts before selecting two 

hundred and fifty Monash 

students to present at the 

International Conference of 

Undergraduate Research in 

September.  

ICUR provides undergraduate 

students across the globe with a 

unique opportunity to explore 

the frontiers of research in 

different disciplines. This was 

evident in the rich and exciting 

variety of abstracts we received. 

We look forward to hearing 

from the authors at the 

conference. 

 

In this issue of the newsletter, we 

feature a piece by Warwick Student 

Directors and members of 

the Reinvention team on the Monash-

Warwick undergraduate journal, to 

which we strongly encourage all 

students to submit.  

Many students have raised concerns 

or questions about the video-

conference technology or how they 

might prepare their paper for 

presentation. We hope to assuage 

these concerns at the workshops, 

which are designed to improve 

students' public speaking and cross-

cultural communication skills and 

ensure they feel confident to present 

their research to an audience of their 

peers in September. Please remember 

that ICUR is designed to be a 

supportive foray into the kinds of 

experiences students might expect at 

a postgraduate level or in the 

workplace. For students who are 

looking for more information, please 

visit our website at 

http://www.icurportal.com/. To 

get hold of regular updates, please 

like us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/icurstu

dents?fref=ts  or follow us on Twitter 

(@ICUR15).  

Stay tuned for tasters of ICUR 2015 

presentations in the next edition!  

Alexis Tan & Laura Riccardi, Monash 
student directors 
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Inside this issue: 

• Institution profile – The University of North Carolina at Greensboro, United States 

• Student profile – Hakan Tarakci (Monash University, Australia)  

• Reinvention: an International Journal of Undergraduate Research 

• Contact information 

Congratulations! 
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STUDENT PROFILE  
Hakan Tarakci 
Monash Australia 

 
 

INSTITUTION PROFILE 
The University of North 
Caroline at Greensboro, 
United States 

With more than 18,600 students and 
2,500 faculty and staff, the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro 
(UNCG) is the largest state university 
in the Piedmont Triad region and the 
fifth largest in the state. The College 
of Arts & Sciences and seven 
professional schools offer 85 
undergraduate majors, 61 master's 
programs and 26 doctoral programs. 
 
   The university holds two 
classifications from the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, as a “research university 
with high research activity” and for 
“community engagement” in 
curriculum, outreach and 
partnerships. Among the most 
prominent of UNCG's initiatives is the 
Joint School of Nanoscience and 
Nanoengineering, in partnerships 
with NCA&T University. 
 
   Globalization of the curriculum has 
expanded opportunities for 
international education, through 
new programs like the UNC 
Exchange Program and the Lloyd 
International Honors College. In 
addition, innovative signature 
programs such as Building 
Entrepreneurial Learning for Life 
(BELL), Leadership and Service 
Learning, Undergraduate Research 
and Freshman Seminars enhance 
the student experience. 

Hakan is currently a PhD 
student at the Australian 
Regenerative Medicine Institute 
(ARMI) located at Monash 
University, Australia, after 
completing his Honours degree 
in genetics in 2014. At ICUR 
2014, he presented a paper 
based on his Honours thesis 
which involved modelling a 
human muscle disorder using 
zebrafish as a model organism. 

When Hakan initially heard about 
ICUR few weeks into his Honours 
degree, he was very surprised and 
impressed at the concept of an 
undergraduate conference, and 
thought that it was a great opportunity 
to present his research to his peers. He 
says, “The idea of an undergraduate-
specific conference had never crossed 
my mind prior to learning about ICUR 
as I always thought conferences were 
for PhD students and postdocs.” 

Hakan believes that ICUR prepares 
students to successfully communicate 
and network in conference situations. 
The use of international video 
conferencing allows for the creation of 
global networks, “being able to listen 
to a presentation from another 
undergraduate on the other side of the 
world and ask questions in real time is 
incredible and opens up the 
opportunity to establish international 
networks.” He found the experience of 
the conference greatly strengthened his 
skills in the effective delivery of 
presentations and the formation of new 
collaborations and networks. The 

variety of high standard 
presentations from different fields 
also genuinely excited Hakan, who 
found all of the talks very 
fascinating. 

ICUR’s stance that undergraduates 
play an important role in the 
academic process is echoed by 
Hakan, who believes that “it is with 
the fresh minds of undergraduates 
that allows for innovative and fresh 
ideas.” He says, “Undergraduates 
have the capacity to evaluate, 
critically review and challenge ideas 
from a different prospective; hence, 
have the potential to contribute to 
the inception of a novel finding to 
the world. Sometimes it is with this 
new line of thinking, which may be 
perceived as unorthodox, that 
allows undergraduates to think 
outside the box and offer 
meaningful contributions to the 
community.” 

Although Hakan had already 
decided to pursue a PhD before he 
attended ICUR, he feels that ICUR 
gave him the extra motivation to 
continue onto postgraduate study as 
it enhanced his networking and 
presentation skills, as well as giving 
him the experience of attending an 
academic conference. 
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Reinvention 
International Journal of 
Undergraduate Research 
 
Joe Grimwade & Solene van der 
Wielen, Assistant editors 

 

Reinvention is a peer-
reviewed, open-access 
online journal that seeks to 
publish superior-quality 
undergraduate student 
research from all disciplines 
and tertiary institutions.  

Reinvention was jointly founded in 2007 
by Warwick and Oxford Brookes 
University through the Reinvention 
Centre. In 2012, Monash University 
was listed as one of the partners of 
Reinvention. Being a student-focused 
journal, Reinvention is managed by both 
students and staff in the UK and 
Australia.  

Students who carry out academic 
research during their undergraduate 
studies gain numerous benefits. The 
team at Reinvention says, “ Undertaking 
research as an undergraduate offers 
access to new skills, improves 
attainment, confers prestige, and can 
help you as the researcher to build 
your professional network.” 

For students who are interested in 
further studies and/or working in 
academia, “merit is often gauged by a 
researcher’s publication record.” In 
addition, “students who have published 
early in their academic career are 
more likely to achieve highly at 
postgraduate level and beyond.” More 

information on the impacts of 
undergraduate research can be accessed 
at 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross
_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/volume8iss
ue1/editorial/. 

The publication process at Reinvention 
includes:  

1. Initial screening: Editorial board 
screen submissions and inform 
authors of outcomes. 

2. Peer review: Around three specialist 
reviewers for each accepted paper. 
Reviews will be collated and a 
decision about whether the paper 
should progress to publication is 
made. If positive, author will be 
advised to revise their paper based 
on recommendations of peer 
reviewers. This stage may take 
several months. 

3. Copy editing: Once author has 
achieved publishable benchmark, 
their paper is sent for copy editing, 
where further minor revisions must 
be made. The paper is then ready to 
be published in next issue of 
Reinvention. 

4. 5 
 

 
 

 

Questions? 
Please email Kirra Minton (kirra.minton@monash.edu) if you have any questions. 

4. Post-publication: Citation of 
published article by academic and 
postgraduate authors; in 
undergraduate coursework; in 
taught modules as reference 
material; and as examples of model 
student work. 

Having reviewed a huge number of 
articles from diverse range of disciplines, 
the editorial board of Reinvention finds 
that the best research papers have the 
following commonalities: a clear 
abstract, structure and clarity of analysis, 
creativity and finally adhering to the style 
guide of academic journals. 

For more information on Reinvention, 
please visit their website at 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross
_fac/iatl/reinvention/. Additionally, 
students can sign up for content alerts 
from Reinvention to stay up-to-date about 
publications, deadline and future 
opportunities which is available at 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross
_fac/iatl/reinvention/about/alerts. 
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From left to right: Joe Grimwade, Solene van der Wielen, Hayley Simon (Books review editor) 


