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The International Conference of 

Undergraduate Research is an 

annual event led by Monash 

University and the University of 

Warwick, and funded through 

the Monash-Warwick Alliance. 

This year ICUR will be held 

over 48 hours on the 29th/30th of 

September. 

ICUR is an opportunity for students to: 

• Internationalise their university 

experience by presenting to 

institutions in Australia, the 

UK, Singapore, the United 

States, Japan, Malaysia, and 

South Africa 

• Understand how to articulate the 
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importance of their research 

across disciplinary boundaries 

• Connect with current 

research issues from multiple 

disciplines across the globe 

• Get published in Reinvention, 

the universities’ undergraduate 

research publication 

• Win a stipend to travel to the 

UK to present their research 

(more information on page 3) 

• Gain support and training 

from academics around the world 

through workshops on writing a 

conference abstract, delivering an 

effective presentation, career 

management, interviewing, and 

networking 
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ICUR’s most distinctive feature is its 

ambition to bring together the 

undergraduate cohorts from across the 

world, and so it is with great pleasure 

that the University of Warwick and 

Monash University jointly present 

ICUR 2015 in collaboration with 

institutions across the world. 

ICUR 2015 will be a conference to shift 

you thinking, expand your network, 

and transform the way undergraduates 

approach their research. 

International Conference of 
Undergraduate Research 

March 2015 Newsletter  
 

Inside this issue: 

• Institution profile – Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 

• Student profiles – Caitlin Jenkins (Warwick University)  

& James Rule (Monash Australia) 

• Conference updates 

- Call for papers, travel stipends, social media 

• Contact information 

 

Welcome to ICUR 2015 
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STUDENT PROFILE  
Caitlin Jenkins 
Warwick University 

 
 

INSTITUTION PROFILE 
Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore 

Nanyang Technological University 

(NTU) is the fastest-rising university in 

the world’s Top 50 and ranked 39th 

globally. NTU is also placed 1st 

amongst the world’s best young 

universities. 

   NTU provides a high-quality global 

education to about 33,500 

undergraduate and postgraduate 

students. Hailing from 80 countries, the 

university's 4,300-strong faculty and 

research staff bring dynamic 

international perspectives and years 

of solid industry experience. 

   At NTU, research – as a way of life for 

undergraduate students – begins as 

early as the second year through their 

URECA (Undergraduate Research 

Experience on CAmpus) programme, 

which enables them to get hands-on 

experience in an 11-month research 

programme. 

   NTU's undergraduate experience, 

offering a broad education in diverse 

disciplines, including residential living 

and international experience, has also 

received external endorsement for its 

holistic curriculum featuring a rich 

selection of majors and minors. 
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Caitlin recently graduated 
with an LLB (Hons) in Law 
from the University of 
Warwick. She won a stipend 
to present her research on 
the effectiveness of legally 
enforced treatment of 
anorexia nervosa in adult 
women and the refusal of 
medical treatment in adults 
more generally at ICUR 2015 
at Monash Australia.  

For Caitlin, ICUR was an 
opportunity to feel like part of a 
broader research community. 
“Research can be a very solitary 
process,” she explains, “The 
conference gave me the chance to 
network with undergraduate 
researchers all over the world. It 
provided a unique atmosphere in 
which to share ideas and gave me a 
new perspective on my research.” 

Caitlin found that ICUR helped 
legitimise her research as an 
undergraduate. “Undergraduate 
research is important both as a 
contribution to the academic field 
and as a personal achievement. 
ICUR is important because it adds 
value to undergraduate research.”  
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While she explains that being an 
undergraduate researcher can be 
“daunting”, ICUR “lends 
appreciation to the individual’s 
ideas and makes all those difficult 
periods in the research process 
worthwhile!”  

Building partnerships, networking 
with other researchers, and 
becoming comfortable with video-
conferencing technology are 
invaluable skills in an increasingly 
global world, and Caitlin found 
that in addition to inspiring her to 
“think much bigger and take a 
much more international 
approach” to her work, ICUR 
helped her in a much broader 
sense by providing her with 
“transferrable skills useful in a 
wide variety of careers.” 

Caitlin is currently taking a break 
from study, but hopes to pursue a 
research career in the future, 
forming partnerships with both 
national and international 
institutions, policy makers, and 
not-for-profit organisations to 
apply her research to treatment in 
practice. 
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Conference Updates 

Call for Papers 

The Monash call for papers is 
now open. Please email a 250 
word abstract for either a 
spoken word presentation or a 
poster presentation to Kirra 
Minton 
(kirra.minton@monash.edu). 
The application must include 
the name and degree program 
of the student. 

Travel Stipend – Monash 
Students 

Monash students are eligible to 
win a travel stipend to present 
your research at ICUR at 
Warwick University in the UK. 
There are two stipends 
available and all Monash 
undergraduate students 
submitting abstracts to ICUR 
2015 can apply (this includes 
Monash Malaysia and Monash 
South Africa students).  

Stipend application guidelines 
will be available soon. Students 
who presented last year and 
would like to present again in 
2015 are eligible to apply for a 
stipend.  

Connect with ICUR 2015 

For updates, resources, and to 
see videos from last year’s 
conference, keep in touch with 
ICUR via Twitter (@ICUR2015), 
Facebook (ICUR Students), 
YouTube (ICUR 2014), and 
through our website at 
www.icurportal.com. 

	  

	  

STUDENT PROFILE  
James Rule  
Monash Australia 
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James is an undergraduate 
student at Monash University, 
Australia. At ICUR 2014 he 
presented his research on 
the identification and 
implications of a fragment of 
fossil turtle shell from the 
fossil locality at Beaumaris in 
Victoria. 

James found that ICUR showed 
him “what to expect in an academic 
conference” and gave him an insight 
into what it really means to be a 
researcher. He explains that ICUR 
gives undergraduate students like 
himself “the opportunity to 
perform and present research 
before further study” which in turn 
“better prepares you for academia, 
as well as seeing what goes into it 
for yourself.” 

Being involved in ICUR also helped 
James develop his research beyond 
his expectations, “ICUR forced me 
to tackle my own study, and 
therefore experience for the first 
time the amount of effort that 
needs to go into a research 
project.” 

Of tackling his research in more 
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thorough way, and learning to 
perform his findings to an audience 
James says, “neither of these 
experiences are ones I would have 
obtained from my undergraduate 
coursework alone.” 

At ICUR 2014, James found that 
being part of a vibrant and motivated 
student research community was also 
particularly rewarding; “I vastly 
enjoyed watching some presentations 
from other fellow students and 
experiencing their enthusiasm for 
their own research topics.” 

James is interested in doing more 
research in Paleontology before the 
end of his undergraduate degree. 
“Australia’s fossil record still has 
plenty of exciting fossils that have yet 
to be studied [and] working on this 
project has inspired me to start 
prospecting the Beaumaris fossil site 
myself.”  

 
Questions? 
Please email Kirra Minton (kirra.minton@monash.edu) if you have any 
questions. 


