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WHY UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH IS SO

IMPORTANT

AN  INTERV IEW  WITH  PROFESSOR  AL ISTA IR  THOMSON
BY  STEPHAN IE  NEAL

Professor Alistair Thomson is one of

Monash University's most celebrated

academics. He is a pioneer in the field of

oral history and kindly took the time to

answer questions for The Cartographer.
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How did undergraduate research shape
your journey as an academic?

In my undergraduate history degree at
Melbourne University in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, there was a strong emphasis
on teaching and supporting
undergraduate History students to
undertake research. At first year level we
were required to work with primary
sources – and I was inspired from this
point to focus on History (and eventually
to drop my Law degree!). At second year I
took a unit with Greg Dening called Social
and Reflective History which included a  

different type of research project in each
semester: an ethnography in a Footscray
high school exploring how students
engaged with history in the classroom; a
mini-history of how and why the Bounty
mutineers created and then almost
destroyed their island paradise on Pitcairn
Island; and a family history of how my
grandfather’s war service shaped his postwar
politics of Anzac. Each of those projects
inspired further work in later years. In those
days History Honours comprised years 3 and
4, and I took level 3 /4 subjects that required
original research: about WW1 veterans
coming home to Brunswick in the 1920s;
about a relative who worked as a clergyman
in Footscray in the 1890s; and about the
trade in Richmond real estate in the 1840s.
By this time I was hooked as a historian
(often connecting to places I knew).

Tell us about your experiences in
undergraduate research publication.
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For the year 3 unit ‘Australians at War’, I wrote
an essay about the development of Anzac
mythology in the 1970s and 1980s that tutor
Nick Dawes suggested I try to publish. A
revised version was published in Melbourne
Historical Journal – my first refereed
publication. The editors were very helpful,
and the following year I joined the Editorial
Board. I learnt the lesson that every essay or
assignment should be written as if for
publication, and that historical narrative and
ideas need to be written in a language that
will engage an audience beyond an examiner
and reach a wider readership. I began to hone
my skills as a writer and historian, and to
develop an understanding of the publishing
process.

In your experience, how does undergraduate
research benefit students?

Specifically, for a history student
undergraduate research teaches you to think,

read and write like a historian, rather than
just acting as a student reading and writing
about what other historians have to say. More
generally, undergraduate research teaches a
range of research skills that are transferable
into many fields, and publishing the fruits of
undergraduate research teaches students
about writing and publishing, and about
engaging with diverse audiences.
Undergraduate research projects I’ve
supported in recent years – using oral history
and digital storytelling – also teach a wider
range of communication and media skills and
understandings.

How important is research in the
undergraduate years when students seek
scholarships and grants as they enter
graduate study?

Absolutely vital. Postgraduate scholarships
are awarded on a points system that rewards
publication. A recent graduate will struggle
to win a scholarship or a grant without
publication/s.

Do you have any advice for students who
are looking to publish their undergraduate
research?

First, start with the local, student edited (but
peer reviewed) journals, though if an adviser
suggests you could aim (higher) for a
mainstream academic journal, then go for it.
Second, always read and follow the
instructions for authors. Third, get fellow
students, and if possible academic staff, to
read and comment on a draft before you
submit. Four, don’t be disheartened by
rejection – it happens to us all, even
Professors. Think about the feedback you’ve
received and consider resubmitting a revised
article, and / or submit to another, more
appropriate journal, and / or accept the
rebuff and think about the next wonderful
research you’re going to publish.

ICUR's Industry
Connections  Team

invite you to
"Workshops for the

Workplace"
5th of April

4pm to 6pm in H10

Industry Connections, in conjunction with Monash

Career Connect, is pleased to present our first

Workshops for the Workplace event. This will be a

FREE interactive seminar, held on Tuesday 5 April, 4

 6pm in H10. The sessions will be facilitated by

highly skilled career advisers and cover the role of

research in graduate roles, writing an impressive

resume, networking in a professional setting and

interview skills. There will be light catering provided

but places may be limited. To ensure you don't miss

out, RSVP here: https://my.monash.edu.au/news

andevents/bookings/mwaicur/view/166198/  If you

have questions about this event or Industry

Connections, please direct them to Alex at

hongqi.tan@monash.edu or Laura at

laura.riccardi@monash.edu



WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A JOURNAL EDITOR

BY  T IM  Z IEGLER

PAGE 4 ARTICLETHE CARTOGRAPHER

Tim Ziegler completed a Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts
(Journalism) at Monash University. He was Chief Editor of
Reinvention: an International Journal of Undergraduate Research for
two years, and has worked with the Monash-Warwick Alliance since
2013. He began working as a Laboratory Technician with Museum
Victoria in 2016, assisting research on the early evolution of the
largest animals on Earth—baleen whales.

Reinvention: A Primer
Reinvention is a unique space in academic publishing worldwide. As a journal that publishes
undergraduate research with an editorial staff itself composed of undergraduate students, it creates
opportunities and experience for undergraduates at many different levels. The journal is particularly special
for authors because all articles are peer-reviewed by professional academics and experts from across the
world.

By asking referees to review articles in the same manner as for commercially published journals,
Reinvention maintains a high quality of authorship. At the same time, the focus on undergraduate
researchers implies a special responsibility to support authors – this is something the journal’s editors take
very seriously. All authors receive detailed feedback and constructive advice, no matter the outcome of
their submission.

From Conference Presentation to Journal Article
Many of our authors come directly from presenting at ICUR and see publication as the next logical step.

ICUR is a great forum for knowledge. The variety of topics and perspectives was dazzling, and presenters’
attitudes made for engaging debates. The Alliance offered me some excellent opportunities at ICUR as well
– I wrote speeches, judged panels and led my own discussion on undergraduate publication.

More than any other event during your undergraduate study, ICUR encourages students to adopt the
mindset of a professional academic researcher. You will expend great effort preparing and refining your
ideas, and then offer them for critique and evaluation. The event is an excellent model for conferences you
might later attend as a postgraduate student. Fortunately, the audience of peers at ICUR has been, in my
experience, constructive and sympathetic to new presenters. Presenting at the conference is especially
important for authors interested in submitting to Reinvention. In many ways the tone and expectations of
the journal are similar to those of ICUR, so there is a structure in place to progress your work from
conference paper to article.

General Tips to Students Looking to Publish
The research and publication structures in the Monash-Warwick Alliance are developed specifically to
support undergraduate students. You should take advantage of the resources we share on the Reinvention
website, and ask staff how to craft your research into an interesting and robust publication. Prepare to be
critiqued, and listen openly. Posters and conference talks are a great way to refine material before
attempting an article submission.
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BY EMILY FERO

HEADING TO LONDON: AWARD WINNING
PRESENTATION SKILLS

If you were to ask any Honours student, including myself, what the Honours year is like, I am
sure they would tell you all about the severe impact it has had on their social life, the steady
increase in coffee and chocolate consumption it has caused, the many sleepless nights they
have spent thinking about the opening paragraph to Chapter 3 of their thesis, and the haunting
dreams in which they have used the wrong referencing style. I would say, however, and I hope
that I am not alone, that the benefits have been worth the trauma. Undergraduate research has
allowed me to not only flex my intellectual muscles and see what they are capable of, but also
to teach myself how to be responsible for my own learning. It has given me the chance to get a
solid grounding in the current state of scholarship within my historical field, to figure out where
I fit amongst it all, and to find out where and how I can contribute (if only in a minuscule way)

to the immense body of knowledge already out there.  

Presenting at ICUR 2015 was definitely the highlight of my year. The staff and students involved
in organising and running ICUR did an excellent job in making us all feel a lot more important
and influential than we usually do in our day to day lives, and it definitely helped me confirm
with myself that an academic pathway is something I want and am going to pursue. Being able
to present to an audience who was genuinely interested in what I was saying was a great
confidence boost (anyone else doing an Arts degree will understand), and I also got a big kick
out of ‘lecturing the lecturers’ at the finals for the ICUR Best Presentation. The opportunities
which ICUR and the Monash-Warwick Alliance provide to undergraduate students at Monash
are really beneficial for anyone considering to pursue postgraduate studies, or who would like
to just test the waters, and I will be aiming to have my research published in the Reinvention
journal when all is done and dusted – that is if ever I get my thesis finished! In the meantime, I
am looking forward to ICUR 2016.

Emily Fero presented her research at ICUR 2015. She was
named "Best Presenter", the prize for which was a return flight

to London courtesy of Singapore Airlines. 


