
  

Many students have raised 

questions or concerns about the 

process of submitting to ICUR, 

preparing a presentation and 

delivering research to a local 

and international audience of 

students and academics from a 

variety of disciplines. 

The unique opportunity that ICUR 

provides - to extend undergraduate 

research projects, to enable effective 

communication across disciplines and 

cultures and acquire and master 

invaluable professional skills - is one 

which can appear daunting or 

obfuscated for those who have not 

participated in such a conference 

before. However, the potential to 

develop new skills and or to establish  

heretofore untapped networks or 

resources in academia should act as an 

incentive rather than a deterrent to 

students who are bewildered or 

nervous about the prospect of 

presenting their research to an audience 

of their peers.  

For students who are uncertain about 

the ICUR process, we've attempted to 

clarify it somewhat below. The 

following diagram shows the general 

process from submitting an abstract for 

ICUR to getting your research article 

published in Reinvention. For more 

information about the impacts of 

publication, please visit 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cros

c_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/volume

8 issue1/editorial/  
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Submit abstract for ICUR 

Selected students notified to present 
at ICUR 

 Students prepare presentation 
materials (powerpoint slides or 
poster)  

 Workshop week to prepare 
students for conference 

Presentation day: Students may 
receive questions from audience. 
These questions may be useful for 
students to improve on their research 

Submit research article to our 
associate publication, Reinvention 

 Article will be peer-reviewed, 
citing areas of improvement 

 Students to improve article and 
send back to Reinvention 

Article published in Reinvention 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/crosc_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/volume8%20issue1/editorial/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/crosc_fac/iatl/reinvention/issues/volume8%20issue1/editorial/
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STUDENT PROFILE  

Renee Cotsis  

Baruch College 

 

 

INSTITUTION PROFILE 
University of Warwick, 

United Kingdom 

The University of Warwick this year 

celebrates its 50th anniversary. Firmly 

established as one of the UK’s leading 

universities, it has been at the head of 

a global vanguard of younger HE 

institutions, with its academic staff 

maintaining the highest standards of 

research output across all faculties.  

Warwick has some 24,000 students, 

over 8,000 of whom are from overseas, 

and prides itself on its global reach: 

the university has been teaching in 

Venice for over forty years; it 

established the International Gateway 

for Gifted Youth (IGGY); and since 

2012 has been one half of the Monash-

Warwick Alliance, when Monash and 

Warwick join forces as publishing 

partners of Reinvention. Run by student 

editors and rigorously peer-reviewed 

by leading academics, the journal 

showcases the very best of 

international undergraduate research.  

Warwick Business School recently 

opened a London campus in The 

Shard and, looking to the future, the 

wider university has just agreed 

development plans up to 2020 for a 

Warwick campus in Placer, California. 

Renee is currently a 

postgraduate student at Baruch 

College, United States. She is 

majoring in Psychology, and 

doing a minor in NYC Studies 

and Communications Studies. 

She presented her 

undergraduate research at 

ICUR 2014, looking at the effects 

of stereotype threat and 

stereotype lift on Asian and 

White students’ sense of 

belonging in the academic 

community of mathematics and 

their intention of pursuing a 

career in this particular field.  

When Renee first heard of ICUR at the 

Baruch’s Creative Inquiry Day fair, she 

sent in an application to present at the 

conference as she felt that ICUR 

provides her with a great opportunity 

to present her research in a 

PowerPoint setting, which is very 

different to the poster sessions that she 

is used to. She says, “The PowerPoint 

presentations at ICUR give researchers 

ample time to explain each of the 

concepts they are interested in fully, 

and explain their research in a clear 

and coherent manner that is not only 

helpful to the researcher in 

understanding their own project, but 

also helpful to the audience.”  

Renee highlights that “ICUR helps to 

combat the neglect of undergraduate 

research because it gives 

undergraduate students a sense of 

belonging to the academic community. 

Those involved in the ICUR treated 

me with respect and spoke to me about 

my research in a way that made me 

feel appreciated and taken 

seriously.” Renee finds this 

particularly important because “in 

order to understand one's goal and 

desire to continue their education in 

a field that requires research, they 

must first experience academic 

research in all its glory. This 

includes developing research 

questions, carrying out research 

projects, and presenting findings at 

academic conferences.” She adds, 

“For many undergraduates, finding 

opportunities to gain experience in 

these areas is very difficult. The 

ICUR helps undergraduate students 

to explore the world of academic 

research in a realistic way.” 

The research conferences that 

Renee has participated during her 

undergraduate studies have 

encouraged her to pursue a 

postgraduate degree in Master of 

Science in Industrial/Organizational 

Psychology program. For ICUR in 

particular, she says that “having the 

opportunity to be an expert on a 

certain topic, explore my own 

research questions and present my 

own individual work at ICUR gave 

me a true sense of what working in 

the academic community is like, 

and contributed to my decision to 

continue my education.” 
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Conference Updates 

Workshops 

Workshops will be held on the 

23rd (Tuesday), 24th 

(Wednesday) and 25th 

(Thursday) of June to prepare 

students for the upcoming 

conference in September. 

The objectives of the workshops 

include but are not limited to 

intercultural competence and 

intelligence where students 

learn how to express and 

discuss their ideas to an 

international audience; improve 

public speaking skills; and to be 

able to use technology 

effectively to communicate 

and present ideas. 

Connect with ICUR 2015 

For updates, resources, and to 

see videos from last year’s 

conference, keep in touch with 

ICUR via Twitter (@ICUR2015), 

Facebook (ICUR Students), 

YouTube (ICUR 2014), and 

through our website at 

www.icurportal.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT PROFILE  

Yujia Seah  

Singapore Management 

University 

 Yujia is in her final year 

doing an Economics and 

Political Science degree at 

Singapore Management 

University. At ICUR 2014, she 

presented her research on 

China’s National Referral 

Mechanism and anti-human 

trafficking strategies. She 

specifically assessed the 

strengths and potential 

weaknesses of China’s anti-

trafficking strategy in coping 

with the fast-changing 

migration patterns. 

Yujia stumbled upon ICUR through 

another research scheme offered at her 

university: "ICUR 2014 popped up 

just as I was about to finish an overseas 

research stint with the International 

Organisation for Migration. As part of 

SMU’s Special Projects with 

International Organisations, my team 

of five was dedicated to assessing anti-

trafficking strategies and policies in ten 

countries in Asia and developing a 

policy framework to bolster these 

efforts."  

Getting involved in ICUR was an 

extremely useful experience for Yujia, 

who found that her research was 

extended through engaging with like-

minded students from a rich variety of 

disciplines. She says, "I also highly 

valued the international exposure 

through video-conference with other 

universities as it gave me a deeper insight 

into the high standards and in-depth 

research conducted by people at a similar 

level, from various fields of study." 

Since participating in ICUR, other 

opportunities have arisen that have 

furthered Yujia's research and fuelled her 

desire to continue studying migration, 

human rights and public policy at a 

postgraduate level: "Through ICUR, I 

was invited to publish my research paper 

by the Jackson School Journal of 

International Studies which further 

extended the ICUR experience to a four 

month long experience of editing my 

paper with a student editor all the way in 

Washington University, something I 

would not have imagined happen as an 

undergraduate. ICUR definitely provided 

an impetus to pursue my passion for 

research." 

Yujia will graduate at the end of 2015, 

after which she hopes to undertake legal 

studies and ultimately, a career in 

academia. 

 

 

Questions? 

Please email Kirra Minton (kirra.minton@monash.edu) if you have any 

questions. 
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