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CALL FOR PAPERS NOW CLOSED

A  WORD  OF  THANKS
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The ICUR teams from all participating institutions from around the world would
like to thank students that have submitted their abstracts for the upcoming
International Conference of Undergraduate Research 2016, which will be held on
the 26th and 27th of September later in the year. The abstracts have been safely
received and we've begun going through them and will get back to students as
soon as we can.

We're happy to say that we've had an overwhelming response from students all
over the world. Such an overwhelming response in fact, that we decided to extend
the Call for Papers from its original deadline of 15th May to the 23rd of May as a
result of the number of inquiries we received on the closing date itself and after. 

It's heartening to see so many students excited by the prospect of undergraduate
research and we genuinely look forward to reading all the abstracts and learning
about the various research projects that undergraduate students have been
undertaking across the globe.

As another month closes and a new one begins, we're getting ever-closer to ICUR
2016 and we hope you're all as excited as we are.  So, how do things proceed from
here? Well, the first step will be the ICUR teams going through the (many)

abstracts over the coming weeks. From there, we'll notify students about the
outcome of their submission.

For those who may be unsuccessful, we urge you not to be discouraged as we will
provide feedback on how you can improve your abstracts and highly encourage
you to apply again next year. For students selected to present at the conference,

the next step will be to prepare your presentations and perhaps attend some of
the workshops run by your institution to sharpen up your skills for the big day. 

After we've notified students of the outcome of their application, the ICUR teams
will get to work on compiling the Book of Abstracts and scheduling the panels for
the day itself. Once that's been done, we'll send both documents out to students
and the only thing left is to see you at the conference itself!



ICUR AS A PATHWAY TO
POSTGRADUATE

RESEARCH
REFLECT IONS  FROM  I CUR  ALUMNI

 BY  MARIA  ABBAD I

After my degree at Warwick, I started a PhD in Soft Matter Theory at Durham University.

Looking back, ICUR was useful as one of my first experiences of presenting my research, and one

of my only experiences (even up to now) of presenting to a general audience. I think I still have a

long way to go when it comes to presentation technique, but ICUR was an opportunity to dip my

toe in and develop skills in explaining my research to a cross-disciplinary audience. 

Perhaps the most enjoyable part of the ICUR experience were the people I got to meet as part of

the conference. In particular, I have fond memories of hanging out with the trio who came over

from Monash University in Melbourne, Australia -- they were fun people!

I'd advise future participants to think hard about how to make their presentations appealing to a

general audience. Also, don't put full derivations in your slides, no matter HOW specialised your

audience.
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Rahul Chacko presented a paper entitled "Solving the Two-
Body Quantum System with Elliptic Pair Potential" at ICUR
2013 while studying for his degree in Maths and Physics at

the University of Warwick. 
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After I graduated from Warwick, I did a Master's degree in Biomedical Research at the Department

of Infectious Disease Epidemiology at Imperial College and am now doing a PhD in a related area in

the Mathematics Department back at Warwick.

I'm currently writing up an extension of the project I presented at the ICUR into a paper and hope to

have it published in the next few months.

ICUR was a really good platform to practice speaking at an academic conference and helped me

gain confidence in my ability to communicate my research to others. It's hard to pick my most

memorable moment, all of the talks were so good and it was really interesting to exchange ideas

with people from all disciplines, however presenting my work to people in multiple countries across

the conference via videoconferencing was a particularly exciting experience. The international and

interdisciplinary nature of the conference is particularly valuable, I think, for undergraduates as it

allows them to network with people doing research in both similar and completely different fields

from all over the world and letting them realise the value of undergraduate research.

 I'd just advise undergraduate students to go for it as it is a genuinely valuable experience and that if

they do present or choose to attend, they should go in with an open mind and be prepared

conference prepared to learn a lot about not just about other people and their work but also their

own selves.

Emma Davis presented a paper entitled "The effect of seasonality on the prevalence
of intestinal worms and the implications for the optimal timing of mass treatment
programs" at ICUR 2014 as part of her undergraduate degree in Mathematics at the

University of Warwick 


