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As July ends, many of our institutions will have

sent out and confirmed  all of their accepted 

participants for the 2018 period. If this includes

you: well done! The calibre of submissions as

always was extremely high, and speaking on

behalf of all of us here at ICUR, reading through

them all was a pleasure. The sheer scope and

diversity of topics covered by our students never

fails to amaze us, as you dedicate yourselves to

work on everything from life threatening diseases

to modern political systems. For this reason,

please don't be disheartened if your submission

was not accepted. Although we endeavour to

increase participation year on year, we still have a

limited number of places, and you should take our

feedback and learn from it. Most importantly-

don't let this discourage you from applying again!

The submissions this year originated equally from

all disciplines, with common themes such as

health and well being, medical

and pharmaceutical research, green

Hello IMPACT Readers! I am Ng Aik Seng from Nanyang
Technological University (NTU), Singapore and I’m joining ICUR 2018
as a Student Director with this post. I am currently in my senior year,
pursuing my B.Sc (Honors) in Biological Sciences with a second major
in Psychology. Due to schedule conflicts, I did not have had the
opportunity to present my work titled “Next-generation gene
silencer for cancer immunotherapy” in ICUR 2017. But I am humbled
to be bestowed with the opportunity now to serve alongside with my
peers in NTU and colleagues over at Monash and Warwick for ICUR
2018. I am certainly looking forward to ICUR 2018 where the
expansion of knowledge takes place through tremendous cross-
fertilization of ideas and research.

ALSO INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST STUDENT DIRECTOR, AIK SENG
FROM NANYANG TECHOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY....

manufacturing and materials, and international

development and global governance. This has

included a huge variety of research, from

literature reviews, to interviews, lab-based and

questionnaire-based work. There were even a

few of you who submitted work outside of your

chosen degree streams, highlighting the

interdisciplinary nature of the conference!  

Participation has continued to rise from 2017,

with a total of 382 submissions currently being

processed and accepted from the institutions of

Monash Australia, Malaysia, and South Africa,

Baruch College in New York, Leeds and

Warwick University in England.  

With all that said, we have composed this issue

towards helping you prepare as best you can for

this opportunity, in order to make the most out

of it. Please read through and take on as much

as you can, and remember to check our website:

www.icurportal.com, to access all of the

resources there. Happy reading!
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STEPHANIE DABORN, UNIVERSITY OF MONASH AUSTRALIA 
My research is into the impact of consumer products on climate change. In particular, I’m looking at the

emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) – airborne compounds  

of carbon and oxygen – and how they influence the formation of  

tropospheric ozone, a potent greenhouse gas. This research is important  

because historically the main emitters of VOCs are cars, and in most  

post-industrial cities car usage is declining (McDonald, 2015).  

Conversely, the use of cosmetic products are increasing at an average  

rate of 4.5% globally each year (Łopaciuk & Łoboda, 2013). Therefore,  

research into the VOCs from our everyday consumer products such as  

cleaning products and shampoos is important for educating individuals  

about our VOC emissions, and by extension tropospheric ozone levels.  

My research aims to inform consumers and give the scientific basis for  

campaigns aiming to reduce the usage of non-essential household  

products. This is particularly relevant in light of global warming as studies have found that eliminating

short lived greenhouse gasses – one of which is tropospheric ozone – can mitigate warming by 0.5

degrees by 2050 (Xu et al. 2013). This would not only have positive atmospheric impacts, but it would

also improve morale and motivate society to meet the pledges set in the Paris Climate Agreement.   

Here at ICUR, we are aware that every year we tell you all how exciting and wide

reaching the scope of submissions we receive truly are, but you don't get to see this

until September! Even then, it's unfortunately impossible to  

view every presentation, and so in this edition we've selected  

a few submissions to showcase in further depth. Reading  

through these, it should become clear to you that each  

university has contributed a range of research projects.  

Each of these projects is a keen example of how, when given  

the opportunity, undergraduates can produce poignant and  

important research that really contributes to their fields.  

 

Interested in having your research involved in the next
issue of IMPACT? Keep an eye on your emails in

September, and we may be in touch!  
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NICOLA BLASETTI, UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK 
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My research area focuses on the impacts, costs and predicted consequences of climate change in

Europe. At present, the effects of the changes in the climate are being experienced even in our  

continent in the form of extreme droughts, floods and heatwaves. It is therefore necessary to

quantify and showcase how climate change is affecting EU citizens’ livelihoods and at what costs. By

2080's the whole of Europe is going to experience increased heatwaves by 100% (predicted to occur

on a yearly basis in Southern Europe) but also more common extreme wildfires and droughts. EU

official reports define the future cost of climate change for the continent to be around €190 billion

per year by 2080's .As the Paris Agreement states, mitigation and adaptation should be given the

same importance if we want to both limit future damages and build resilience in the hotspot areas

that are already under threat of extreme weather events. Climate change is expected to make life-

threatening events even more common in the coming decades and the areas that will mainly suffer

from it are Southern Europe and coastal region. Hence, my research has focused on those hotspot

areas, since adaptation measures will be required in the short term. My aim is to provide evidence of

climate change impacts at the regional level, in order to amplify the demands for more ambitious

adaptation strategies at both the EU and the national level, as well as to make the case for increased

ambition on the mitigation side.

NICOLA ANDRZEJOWSKA, UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 

                                                   Alzheimer’s disease is a debilitating neurodegenerative disorder characterised 

                                                   by a loss of cognitive function, for which there is currently no cure. Several           

                                                   studies have provided evidence that microglial cells, (a type of brain cell)        ,       

                                                   have a significant role in the disease. Recent evidence suggests that long term   

                                                   microglia activity contributes to Alzheimer’s progression. Inhibition of                     

                                                   microglia is therefore of potential therapeutic benefit. The main objective of       

                                                   the project is therefore to identify targets to reduce microglial activation. I

have been conducting my research at the University of Leeds as part of a Laidlaw Scholarship, and my

approach involves the observation of molecular targets, using LPS-activated BV2 microglial cells and

various HDAC inhibitors. This research is important, as it will contribute to our understanding of

molecular mechanisms in Alzheimer’s disease and could identify novel therapeutic targets in our

ongoing search for an effective treatment.   

 

Inhibition of microglial cells in the treatment of Alzheimer's disease 

Climate Action in Europe: an analysis of the climate-related
vulnerabilities of sectors in the EU and the need for the integration
of adaptation measures in the EU Member States policies and
programming  
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SVEN BOTHA, UNIVERSITY OF MONASH SOUTH AFRICA 
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The field of terrorism and counter-terrorism studies seeks to understand the  

root causes and facilitation of terrorism and respond to it so that its overall  

impact is lessoned. This is largely a problem because it is a field that is  

multidisciplinary and fluid in nature. Furthermore, given the above- 

mentioned dilemma it becomes difficult to gather appropriate data. This is  

largely because miscomprehension of terrorism can result in poor, 

 miscalculated policy decisions.  My paper argues that poor counter-terrorism has occurred in most

parts of Africa thanks to miscomprehension of terrorism, more particularly its root causes. This

argument is not new. However, my research has a uniqueness that is threefold. Firstly, my research

provides a regional overview of the problem. Secondly, my research provides policymakers and

scholars with potential problems (and their solutions) they could encounter while adjusting their

counter-terrorism strategies. Lastly, my research provides a foundation for further research that

could witness the emergence of a new counter-terrorism approach combining softer and harder

approaches to achieve smart power, deploying both hard and soft power to appropriate situations

instead of using a blanket strategy.  

PETER MORRIS, UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK 

Blockchains are public, distributed ledgers used to store records  

of transactions or other data. Research into blockchains has  

recently seen a huge rise in popularity due to the spread of  

cryptocurrencies such as cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin and its  

alternatives. In order to facilitate consensus on transactions or  

other data, blockchains typically employ a mining procedure - a  

computationally expensive process which produces some proof  

that computational work has been performed. Currently, Bitcoin mining is responsible for more

than 0.27% of the world's electricity consumption, and this figure can be expected to increase in the

near future. My research is concerned with analysing the proof-of-work problem to find alternative

approaches which may be more energy efficient, more secure, or provide greater utility.  It is

important to recognise that applications of blockchain technology extend beyond Bitcoin -

blockchains are becoming a common solution to supply chain management and copyright and

intellectual property registration. It is also likely that blockchains will be used for voting in elections

in the near future. The work done by myself and others indicates the potential for blockchains to

communicate data across distributed systems, allowing problems such as analysing signals from

neutron stars,or protein structures, to be implemented in the blockchain mining procedure. 

The Failure of counter terrorism in Africa: Is Africa ready for soft power?  

Alternative Work Procedures for Blockchain Technologies 
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ALEXANDRA HOLMES, UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 
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I have spent the last year working with two membrane proteins from the

bacteria Chlamydia trachomatis, called Npt1Ct and Npt2Ct. These proteins

are transporters and allow C. trachomatis to acquire essential nutrients

from its surroundings. Npt1Ct and Npt2Ct have proved challenging 

to produce in quantities large enough to gain structural or functional

information, which is increasingly important for drug development.

Therefore, I took advantage of the recent advances in bioinformatics, which

are already contributing to membrane protein research, to 

investigate these transporters. I generated structural information by

computationally modelling the structures of the transporters in multiple

conformational shapes. Following this structural modelling, I

computationally docked the relevant nutrients into the models to define  

Characterisation of Potential Anti-Chlamydial Drug Targets  

 important regions. These areas could be targeted by future medicines, as nutrient uptake could be

blocked and cause chlamydial death, but not affect host cells. As C. trachomatis is the leading cause of

sexually transmitted infection and non-congenital blindness, it is imperative that there are efficacious

and cost-effective treatments. However,current treatments are not meeting these requirements. The

work I did studying Npt1Ct and Npt2Ct contributes to scientific knowledge and could facilitate the

development of future anti-chlamydial treatments. Additionally, these proteins are

chlamydiaespecific, and so would reduce the need for general antimicrobial use in chlamydial

infections, and thereby not contribute to antibiotic resistance.  

NICOLA BRANCHINI, UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK 
Improving Decision-Making in Games by Exploiting Positional Similarities 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been growing at an incredible pace in the last  

decade. Many problems once considered hard are now efficiently solved by  

these new powerful techniques : predicting stock trends, identifying cancer  

cells, personalized advertisements... One of the oldest fields in which AI has  

been involved is game playing: researchers have always been trying to craft machines capable of

beating humans at their own table games, most notably Chess. Remarkable was the victory of IBM's

Deep Blue in 1997 against the world's champion, but after that, for many years AI had been going

through what is usually called as an "AI winter". However, with the rise of Machine Learning, which

introduces the idea of creating programs that learn directly from data and experience, a new age of

AI has come into place. State of the art work is done by Google DeepMind opens up to the incredibly

fascinating idea of "true learning". Our work wants to investigate DeepMind's discovery, by trying to

implement it independently and pushing its limits in order to see how powerful the technique can be. 
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M O N A S H  V I S I T S
K Y U S H U  U N I V E R S I T Y   

Once again in late May, a delegation from Monash’s

CURIE made the trip to Fukuoka, Japan to visit

Kyushu University, or 九⼤ (kyuudai) for short.

Alongside myself were Monash SSPOs (Senior

Student Project Officers) Darcy Whitworth, Jenna

Barker, Renee Aharon, Monash’s ICUR coordinator

Kate Aldred and CURIE’s Deputy Director Kirra

Minton. After settling into Japan on a Wednesday

night, Thursday presented itself with a full itinerary

at 九⼤’s Ito campus. The first order of business was

to assess the ICUR abstracts from 九⼤’s students.
 With a high success rate from applicants, we were then tasked with pairing the successful abstracts

with abstracts from Monash University, in order to construct interdisciplinary panels for this year’s

ICUR. I was pleasantly surprised to see an abstract using computational chemistry, which is quite

niche and happens to be one of my research areas. With panels successfully constructed, we were

then lead on a campus tour by Prof. Jan Lauwereyns, coordinator of the 21st Century Program.

With some good fortune, we were able to tour one of  九⼤’s newest buildings, giving a nice view of

the campus and its surroundings. The Ito campus is tucked within forests and valleys, and it’s always

refreshing to look around one of the most prestigious Japanese universities and see greenery

everywhere. Up next was a meeting between the Monash delegation with Prof. Lauwereyns and 

also Soejima 先⽣ (sensei), vice president of 九⼤

and Xiaoyan  先⽣ from 九⼤’s new School of

Interdisciplinary Science and Innovation. The

meeting strengthened the potential for Monash

and Kyushu to collaborate in undergraduate

research endeavours including ICUR. Then, from

14:50 it was time for class, with the SSPOs and I

to give a presentation about preparing for ICUR

to 21st Century Program students. I began the

presentation by talking about the finer structure

of an ICUR panel session, and made sure to

reiterate the supporting nature of the audience at

ICUR. I find this to be especially important to the

Japanese students who will be presenting in their  
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M O N A S H  V I S I T S
K Y U S H U  U N I V E R S I T Y   

second language, which is quite an effort. It's a good habit to thank anyone who asks a question

about your research and to compliment the researcher's presentation when asking any questions.

Jenna then spoke about tweaking a presentation for an interdisciplinary audience, especially by

restricting jargon and using accessible analogies. This led to a short little activity, where pairs of

students were tasked with explaining each other's research. arcy then took the stage to speak about

body posture and hand gestures. The three main hand gestures highlighted were the show (moving

your hand(s) forward), the give (opening your arms out from your body) and finally the chop (cutting

the air). Each gesture is used, to highlight, reinforce and emphasise points, respectively. From this we

partook in another short activity to practise these gestures, and finally Renee spoke about the merits

of a great Powerpoint presentation. One of the main messages was to be consistent in your colour

theme, font and punctuation. Simple images also help make a presentation a bit more engaging. After

the class we were able to enjoy a variety of Japanese cuisine, through an all-you-can-eat しゃぶしゃ

ぶ (shabu shabu) dinner. We also got the chance to catch up with Tao 先⽣, a particles physics

researcher involved with the 21st Century Program. Friday was more of an opportunity to see

around the city with a trip to のこのしま (Nokonoshima) Island Park, the 住吉 (Sumiyoshi) shrine and

⼤濠 (Ohori) park. My personal highlights were the swings at the island park and learning how to

traditionally pray at the shrine. I'd like to thank Ryo, Keisuke and Atsushi for guiding us throughout

the city for the whole day and for being great company! I'd also like to thank some of our CURIE

fellows Kosuke and Chihiro, who were also great help and company throughout our stay.

Written by Peter Halat – Monash 2018 ICUR Student Director
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N T U  U R E C A  –  U N D E R G R A D U A T E
R E S E A R C H  E X P E R I E N C E  O N  C A M P U S

URECA, an acronym inspired by the expression

“Eureka!”, is a university-wide programme to

cultivate a research culture among the best

performing undergraduates. “Enriching student

learning by helping them embark on a journey of

conducting first-hand research” – this is the

mission of NTU's Undergraduate Research

Experience on CAmpus (URECA) 

for their Final Year Projects. Some students even

have the opportunity to undertake URECA

beyond Singapore shores and pursued research

in overseas institutions as part of their overseas

exchange programs. These undergraduates will

be awarded the coveted title of NTU President

Research Scholar (PRS), for which they are

required to undertake a minimum of 160 hours 

programme. Every year, second and third year

undergraduates are invited to work on research

projects under the mentorship of NTU’s top

faculty members and leading scientists in

national research institutes such as Singapore

Institute of Manufacturing Technology

(SIMTech), DSO National Laboratories as well as

 corporate labs on campus such as Rolls Royce, ST

Engineering and Alibaba. URECA has also

extended its reach to FYP-URECA, where

graduating students continue to pursue the

research they started in the second or third year 

of research over a 11-month period (August to

June) in an academic year. URECA enables

undergraduates to immerse themselves in a

vibrant research culture and experience research

first hand, while earning benefits such as

monetary allowances or academic units.  By the

end of URECA, NTU PRSs will gain a good

appreciation of the rigour and open-endedness of

research, as well as the  formulation of research

problems. Some of the work  done even find

resonance in the wider research community;

publications in journals of 

Award Recipients at URECA Orientation and Prize Award Ceremony 2017

ICUR is all about promoting undergraduate research in all its forms, and something many of you may

not be familiar with is the programme offered by Nanyang Technological university to their top

students. URECA is a natural foundation leading students onto ICUR, as explained by NTU's student

directors....
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international repute, some as first author, and

presentations at international conferences. There

has been a steady increase in research interest

among NTU undergraduates in a vast variety of

fields of study. Many of the research projects

transcend traditional subject boundaries,

representing the multidisciplinary interests and

aspirations of a new generation of young

researchers.The success of the newly created

option for students to define their own research

projects and identify professors in the chosen

field demonstrates a new level of research mind-

set among undergraduates, with an exponential

increase in the participation rate of the URECA

Interdisciplinary Research Projects as more

URECA students are taking these projects to gain

insights at the interfaces of various disciplines

through interdisciplinary collaboration. Since the

programme’s inception in 2004, over 6000

student researchers have participated in URECA

and at least a third have gone on to pursue

postgraduate studies at NTU and other

universities locally and overseas. In the academic

year 2016-2017 alone, we had 700 students

Student Researchers presenting their Project

Idea at the Annual URECA Poster Competition

Student Researchers Presenting at ICUR-URECA 2017

participating in the programme, with about 36

students going on to present their research work in

ICUR 2017. Of course, with every year we hope to

expand the programme- and offer this incredible

opportunity to yet more undergraduates!
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G R A D U A T E  A D V I C E

Hi! I’m Adlina Binte Ashar, a fresh English Literature graduate from

NTU, and I was a presenter at ICUR 2017 where I had the opportunity

to present my research on “Love and Memory in the Underworld”.

Presenting for ICUR was a unique and exciting experience for me, one

that I enjoyed greatly. I was ecstatic at the chance to present the work

that I was so passionate about to others. It gave me a chance to

experience what academic conferences are like, while still providing a

learning environment. With the guidance of my mentor and the

workshops provided by the ICUR team, I was able to present my

project in a professional manner to students from all disciplines and

various parts of the world. The chance to present to

I’m Lisa Zuliana Binte Zulkifli, a fresh graduate from NTU with a bachelor’s

degree in English Literature. I partook in ICUR 2017 in my third year of study,

presenting my paper on the feminist implications of Irish author James Joyce’s

literary works. It was initially nerve-wracking given the stringent time-limit and

of course, inevitable stage fright. However, with the support of friends and

student directors from not only Singapore but also international 

We know that presenting for the first time in front of such a large audience can be daunting, an

opportunity many of you may not have had before, so we got in touch with some previous ICUR

participants, now graduates, to hear their thoughts on why ICUR was such a valuable experience for

them.... 

 those outside of my discipline was an important one, as it is not an opportunity available during class

presentations. This impressed on me the importance of clarity and effective communication of one's

ideas in a way that is accessible to all. ICUR 2017 was a very eye-opening experience, and it gave me a

taste of what a career in academia might call for. It has only cemented my ambitions of pursuing

research and graduate school.

universities, I felt as though my words were truly being heard, my research truly appreciated.

Students and faculty from Monash University presented equally interesting and thought-provoking

papers, dealing with the same feminist issues that my research was also founded on such as the

woman’s body and her agency over it, self-reflexivity and narrative techniques to claim one’s own

story. Moreover, the Q and A session after the presentation yielded new questions, insights and

blind spots I had not considered when first embarking on the project, leaving all of us for the better

after the conference, with new valuable knowledge. ICUR 2017 was indeed a splendid experience,

one that I would encourage fellow research enthusiasts to try, just so that the scholarly

conversation will widen out, even just a little.



www.icurportal.com    |    7 

O N  T H E  D A Y

 
Please keep your eyes peeled for any workshops that may be
offered by your home institutions in the next few months-
these will focus on everything from basic presentation skills to
how to present your research to a multidisciplinary audience.
Whilst this may seem simple, it's important to remember that
this means scientists communicating with the arts as much as
with each other, and simple things like scientific words may
not seem so simple to those who haven't studied it! Keep an
eye on your emails for further updates on this topic. 

WORKSHOP ATTENDANCE

Some of you may be anxious to start planning for the day of the conference- don't worry as there's

still plenty of time! All you need to focus on for now is completing your research and beginning to

think about the formats of your presentations.  

As your research inevitably changes and evolves, Warwick students may wish to make changes to

your abstract submission- and are free to do so until the end of August, just send an email to your

respective institution.  

 

Poster submissions at Warwick University will need to be sent via email to co-ordinating bodies

earlier to allow time for printing, which will be explained further in an email.  On the day of the

conference, you will be asked to stand by your poster for planned breaks, answering questions and

explaining your research to a small number of audience members.  

 

Spoken presentations will also need to be emailed in so that they can be ready and waiting for when

you arrive for  your particular session. Each participant is expected to produce a presentation no

longer than 15 minutes long, which will be followed by similar presentations grouped by themes.

After they all finish, sessions will conclude with a 30 minutes Q&A for all the presenters. Most

presenters use PowerPoint or Prezi presentations, but please feel free to be creative with your

formats- however we do advise you keep in mind that over half your audience will also be viewing

you through a livestream service! Further details about the day will be sent closer to the date of the

conference, informing you of your session date and time you will be required to present.  

 

Once submitted, your presentations/posters can't be changed, so be careful and sure once you

do! The rest of the day hen you are not presenting you will be free to wander around and chose the

sessions you'd like to view, short descriptions will be available in a programme or online to help you

decide- and because we have so many participants you're sure to be spoilt for choice! Most of all

you'll be able to just sit back, relax and enjoy the experience with us! 

 
Warwick University is pleased to
announce their impending visit to
Monash University this late
August! Students will travel over
from England in order to meet
their counterparts and discuss
the future and planning of the
conference. Tune in next issue
to hear more about what we get
up to!
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PRESENTATION TOP TIPS

As July races by, ICUR is fast approaching. There

are many reasons to get excited for ICUR: the

chance to learn about research outside of your

field, the ability to meet other passionate

students and to practice some important

employability skills such as public speaking.

Standing in between now and the wonderful two

day experience of ICUR is the process of

creating, tweaking and practising your own

presentation. While this can be a daunting task,

there is still plenty of time. The main thing to

keep in mind about presenting your research at

ICUR is the audience. While the audience at

ICUR is very attentive and supportive, they will

not be familiar with your sort of research.

Therefore, you should aim to make your

research as accessible as possible. No matter

which stage of research you are at, you can

always construct a story to make your research

appreciable to a broad audience. Think about

how you would explain the applications and

importance of your work to your family and

friends. You won’t be able to use much jargon in

this sense. There is undoubtedly something new

and/or unique about your research, which you

should emphasise to lock in your audience’s

attention. The importance of your research can

link well into your methodology. With the

necessity of your research made clear with your

audience, explaining how you have/will

conducted your research acts as a natural step

in the presentation. Then there is the matter of

presenting results. Again, it’s not best to use too

much jargon here and to simplify your results by

explaining their 

importance. By linking back to your earlier hook

with your results, you will keep the

audience segments of your presentation. Often

the process of making a powerpoint forces you

to start thinking about the broad structure of

your speech. You can also subtly communicate

with your audience through a powerpoint slide,

and incorporate some humour to keep your

audience engaged. Even if your research is still

in progress, starting on a powerpoint

presentation can allow you to identify what sort

of results would fit best, given the story and

methodology of your research. While it is great

to spend plenty of time towards creating vibrant

slides, the best way to see how you’re going is to

practise presenting. The process of getting up

and giving it a go forces you to create some finer

sentence structure in your speech, which might

not have been clear in your mind when you

prepared slides. Make sure to time your

practises, and use each rehearsal constructively.

You may find that you have prepared too many

slides for your presentation. Instead of deleting

extra slides, keep them handy for question time,

where they may become useful. Every time you

practice the more confident and prepared you

will feel. Another advantage of practising is the

chance to adjust your speaking posture and

hone in on some nice hand gestures to

complement your talk.   With enough

preparation and practice, standing up and

presenting at ICUR will become much more

rewarding, and fun!

 Peter Halat, Monash University   

As you are preparing your presentations, we'd like to share a few words from Monash Student

Director Peter Halat, on how to properly tailor your work to your audiences...
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We can't stress it enough! In the coming months, aside from your upcoming presentations, something

else to keep in mind is the potential submission of your work to Reinvention. Founded in 2007,

Reinvention is an international journal which offers undergraduates a chance to publish their research

online, before you even graduate! As well as a valuable asset to any CV, this also offers students a taste

of the academic submissions process required for any journal. 

The reviewal process is extensive, and you start by submitting a fully written paper of your work. This

paper is then critically examined by a board of peers in your respective fields, and feedback is given for

improvements.  

The journal is published on a  biannual basis, and submission starts in September following ICUR's

conference. With all that said: keep your eye out for any news, and we will keep you updated! 

THOUGHTS FROM AN UPCOMING PRESENTER 

Reinvention: An International Journal of Undergraduate Research 

Preparation for the presentation does require a lot of time to

consolidate and effectively advocate the research. However, the

ICUR team at Monash provides many workshops and weekly

network programs that make sure we’re all prepared for the

conference. It is a great way to enhance our research and also

meet other participants. 

 

Heading into the event, I expect many networking opportunities

with other fellow researchers also presenting in the topic of

sustainability. I also expect to meet many other researchers who

have had experiences in other topic areas that ICUR offers. I

anticipate that my current skills, in research, communication,

networking and time management will be greatly enhanced

closer to the event.  

 

The 2018 ICUR will be an exciting 2 days, to both discover and

share fascinating undergraduate research that is of value now

and into the future.  

When I first read about ICUR, I was in fact returning from an overseas research unit with Monash

University from Cinque Terre, Italy. ICUR seemed like the perfect opportunity to discuss my recent

sustainability research I undertook for the unit. Now that I’ll be one of the 2018 ICUR presenters, I’m

excited to present my research with other researchers, both here and from abroad! I feel presenting at

ICUR will be a great way to share and discuss my findings, which has relevance and importance to

issues present in today’s context. It will be exciting to present both locally at the university and at the

same time, internationally with my peers!   

Sachetha Bamunusinghe,  Monash University 

Photo of Vernazza,  
from Sacheta's Instagram @sachabam
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F I N A L  N O T E

Looking ahead to September, we're pleased
to announce this year's keynote speaker:
Professor Stephen Caddick. Professor
Caddick might be best known for his role as
Director of Innovation for the Wellcome
Trust, a Biomedical Research charity based
in the UK.  
 
Established in 1936 after the death of Sir
Henry Wellcome, the charity aims to
"achieve extraordinary improvements in
health by supporting the brightest minds" in
areas concerning animal and human
health. As a foundation, the Trust is widely
regarded as one of the most influential in
the world, with the Financial times
describing it as the UK's biggest contributor
to non government funded research. 

As students enjoy their summer, rug up for their

winters, or navigate more tropical regions, we're

surprised once again by how quickly this year is passing!

It won't be long before September calls around and we

can finally see the fruits of all your labours. As always,

ICUR teams from around the world would like to thank

each and every one of you for your interest and

involvement. We hope that this experience will prove to

be  as valuable to you as we believe it to be. ICUR

represents many things to many individuals, whether it

be the importance of undergraduate research, or the

development of interdisciplinary and intercultural

connections. This year we encourage you to make the  

innovative solutions to health problems. His
own work focuses on modifying proteins and
antibodies for therapeutics and diagnostics.  
 
This year, his speech will be entitled: ICUR:
Innovation for Impact. Be sure to attend his
session at 8:30am GMT we certainly look
forward to hearing it!

INTRODUCING OUR 2018 KEYNOTE SPEAKER....

most out of this opportunity, with the mind that not every individual receives it. We certainly feel

extremely lucky to have been involved with such an important and thriving endeavour. We wish

you the best of luck in your projects, and look forward to meeting you soon! 

Professor
Caddick was
appointed to the
role in 2015, and
since then has
continued to steer
the charity
towards pursuing
creative and 
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