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As July ends, we know that many of our institutions will have 

just selected their participants for this year’s conference, and 

 so if that includes you, congratulations! The coming months 

will be filled with many  learning opportunities as you complete 

your research, and we at ICUR will aim to help you develop 

your key study skills to their fullest potential thoughout.  Each 

institution will be providing workshops concerning 

presentation skills  in the lead up to the big day, but should you 

be unable to attend, I'd like to take this opportunity to 

introduce you to our website, 

http://www.icurportal.com/resources/ which contains a lot of 

helpful videos and articles. With that said, I'd like to wish you 

all good luck with your research, and Most importantly 

however, remember to enjoy yourself! 

E D I T O R ' S  
N O T E

Many of you may be new to the team this year, and so 

we’d like to take this opportunity to formally introduce 

you to the International Conference of Undergraduate 

Research (ICUR). ICUR was founded in 2013 by both 

Monash and Warwick Universities to highlight the 

importance of undergraduate research and provide 

students a platform to deliver their research. Since its 

conception it has expanded to include institutions from 

the UK, US, Malaysia, Japan, Singapore and South 

Africa, and for the fifth annual conference participating 

institutions will include: the Universities of Warwick, 

Leeds, and Sussex from the UK; Monash University 

from Australia, Monash University’s South African and 

Malaysian subsidiaries; Nanyang Technological 

University located inSingapore; the City University of 

New York from the US; and Kyushu University in 

Japan. The conference will take place on the 26th and 

27th of September using video conferencing 

technology in a two-day event. Groups of students 

from different 

backgrounds 

linked will 

each share 

their research 

by giving 

presentations 

or showcasing posters. The audience will be 

students from around the world, compromising a 

variety of degree disciplines, who can interact with 

their presenters through social media and video- 

links. The audience then is provided a chance to ask 

questions and evaluate the contribution. This lets 

students highlight the importance of their work and 

allows them the opportunity to begin building a 

network of peers beyond their degree streams. 

Overall this better prepares undergraduates for a 

life in academia whilst promoting co-ordination 

between subjects- a hugely beneficial experience!

A  B R I E F  R E I N T R O D U C T I O N



www.icurportal.com    |    3

www.icurportal.com    |    4

C A L L  F O R  A B S T R A C T S

N O W  C L O S E D

As this issue goes out, many of our institutions will have finished 
evaluating their submissions and lots of you will be receiving 
emails of acceptance – congratulations! This year the number of 
submissions has been extremely high and of excellent quality – so 
don’t feel disheartened if we were unable to include you in this 
year’s conference as we only  have a limited number of 
presentation slots available. To give you an idea of the quantity of 
submissions we received, below is a chart of all submissions by 
department for some of our institutions. As ICUR is meant to be 
both international and for undergraduate students of all degrees, 
we have  aimed to select an equal balance this year from a variety 
of different disciplines. (With this in mind, make sure you limit the 
use of technical jargon where appropriate as you won’t 
necessarily be presenting to delegates from your specialist field!) 
Of course next near we are again aiming to encourage even more 
submissions from an even wider range of departments, however 
it is encouraging to see the more even distribution trajectory 
continue from ICUR 16!

Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU) had 60 
submissions, with the 
strongest contribution 
from the Humanities 
(25), and then 
Engineering (20). 2017 is 
the first year that NTU 
has had Student 
Directors and so we're 
very proud of the 
attention they've 
already managed to 
generate! 
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C A L L  F O R  A B S T R A C T S

N O W  C L O S E D
Monash's Australian contribution 
was 138 submissions in total, with 
their highest submissions again 
from the humanities at 48 
abstracts, with strong input from 
the life sciences (29) engineering 
(15) and chemistry (11) 
departments too! This has again 
followed on well from previous
years, with strong inputs continued 
from the arts and humanities.  
In particular, the distribution
between departments was 
extremely strong within Monash, 
with a total of 44 applicants from 
distinct degrees, compared to 26 
distinctions at Warwick and 13 
from NTU!

Here at Warwick we had a 
whopping 160 submissions- our 
highest intake ever! Most of the 
submissions came from 
humanities, with 50 total and 19 
of those abstracts originating 
from the history department. 
 However, we also had a strong 
response from the sciences – a 
specific goal we had set this year 
– with 29 economics submissions, 
12 life sciences, 19 physics and 10 
mathematics, to name just a few! 
But as you can see clearly, the 
response has been extremely 
strong across the board!
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So you’ve decided to take part in ICUR 

2017! Something you're going to keep 

hearing about in the coming months is 

Reinvention: An International Journal of 

Undergraduate Research. Founded in 

2007 the journal is a natural follow on 

from participation in the conference. 

Published bi-annually, it offers the 

opportunity for undergraduate students 

to become published before they even 

graduate!  You submit your high quality 

work in the form of a paper after you 

complete the conference, and it becomes 

peer reviewed (again great experience!) 

before being published online and came 

in. The application process comes later 

on in the year, after the conference, so 

there's no need to worry too much now, 

lBuild professional network, but we 

would recommend you keep this 

opportunity in mind when September 

comes and you start to think about 

building up your CV. 

E V E N T S  O N  T H E  D A Y

You are here!

T H E   C O N F E R E N C E  T I M E L I N E  

Some of you may already be casting your minds ahead to 

September, and so we'd like to take this opportunity to give you 

a little bit more information on the format of the day.  

But first, please be aware that nothing is set in stone yet! Should 

you wish to change the title of your presentation, or abstract 

you are free to do so up until the end of August- just send an 

email to your ICUR team to let them know. 

As for the day, we will tell you everything you need to know a 

week before when we will send you all an email detailing when 

and where you will be presenting.  

Posters 

For those of you presenting with posters, your email will contain 

information about where to send your poster before the 

presentation. During the conference you will be standing by 

your poster, answering questions and explaining.  

Presentations 
If you are hosting a talk on your work, you should prepare a 15 

minute long presentation, which will be followed by 30 minutes 

of questions from your audience. Acceptable formats are 

Powerpoint or Prezi which can help support you, but please 

don't be afraid to get your audience involved more creatively!  

Once you've submitted your presentations, we're unable to 
allow changes so please make sure you are happy with the 
result!



INTRODUCING ICUR'S 
STUDENT DIRECTORS 2017 

As an undergraduate orientated scheme, each year participating institutions select students to 
take on the role of Student Director. At Warwick, students can apply for this role for 2018 in the 
coming months. Each institution shapes the role slightly differently, with Warwick students 
taking on portfolios particular to their skills, while Monash Student Directors work 
collaboratively across the necessary tasks.  
At the conference in September, these individuals will be your main point of contact for any 
queries, and you’ll see them hosting on the day of the proceedings. As a way to get to know them, 
we’ve asked each student for a paragraph explaining their roles and responsibilities.   
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MONASH

Hannah is in her second year of a Bachelor of Arts at Monash, majoring in 

History and Spanish. This year, she is a Student Director at Monash. With ICUR 

she is able to actively engage in the global undergraduate research landscape 

and is motivated by the connections she has made with fellow undergraduates, 

particularly at the University of Warwick and NTU in Singapore.

HANNAH 
DUFFUS

Hannah completed a Bachelor of Arts with Honours in History at Monash 

University, Australia. 2017 is her third year of involvement with ICUR, 

having previously presented and mentored. She is now a Student Director at 

Monash, alongside Hannah Duffus. When reflecting on her ICUR 

experience, she is thankful for the way it fostered her openness to 

opportunities. She has also enjoyed seeing others, in turn, benefit in this 

way.

HANNAH  
SKIPWORTH
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WARWICK

I am a final year law and business student, that has been a part of the ICUR 

team since 2015, hosting in the 2016 conference. It was a very amazing 

experience to engage with a diverse audience, all who shared one aspect; 

an appreciation for the importance of undergraduate research. I look 

forward to engaging with a range of student both locally and globally, to 

bring together global research and to ultimately make 2017's conference 

even more enjoyable and stimulating for its participants! 

I’m in my first year studying Politics at Warwick where I am also the 

Academic Officer of the Politics Society. I got involved with ICUR because I 

am keen to see the international community collaborating on both the big 

and the small issues. With academics around the world drawing different 

conclusions and focusing on different issues, it seems to me that there has 

never been such a great time to connect the next generation of researchers!

I am a history student in my final year of study. I first discovered ICUR in my 

second year at university, by which time I had realised how much I enjoyed 

academic research and writing. Interdisciplinary approaches to research have 

proved rewarding in my studies, but, as an undergraduate, there are few 

platforms on which to deliver to wider audiences. As part of ICUR, I hope to 

extend the importance of interdisciplinary research to a wide audience.

I am a second year Biomedical Sciences student and a brand new member 

of the team this year. I first heard of ICUR through a 2016 participants 

whose enthusiasm inspired me to get involved. As well as working with the 

other Student directors, I shall be taking the lead in  Editing ICUR’s 

Bimonthly student lead newsletter- IMPACT. I am very much looking 

forward to the conference, and hope to bring fresh new perspectives and 

ideas so that ICUR can continue its important work and development!

Imogen Fitt

Ben Hayday

Davina Nandhra

Finn Halligan

INTRODUCING ICUR'S 
STUDENT DIRECTORS 2017



www.icurportal.com    |    8

Hi guys! I am currently an Electrical and Electronic Engineering (EEE) 

senior and I have an interest in robotics and sensors. I have done 

undergraduate research in NTU, School of EEE as well as in Georgia 

Institute of Technology, School of Electrical and Computer Engineering

(ECE). I am currently doing undergraduate research in S. Rajaratnam 

School of International Studies. I like to read, cook and hike in my spare 

time. I am drawn to ICUR due to its emphasis on research collaboration 

and sharing of ideas. I look forward to hearing all of your interesting 

research findings soon!
Nicholas Tan Jit 

Yang

"I’m a second year student at Nanyang Technological University, majoring 

in Biological Sciences with a second major in Psychology. I’m currently 

working in a neuroscience lab studying the learning patterns of mice. I’ve 

always been intrigued by the different behavioural patterns of animals, 

including humans! However, like all academic fields, behavioural sciences 

can never be isolated as it constantly requires the amalgamation of other 

fields such as computer sciences or even mathematics! I strongly believe 

that my involvement in ICUR will pave the way towards a more inclusive 

and diverse research experience for all students studying a variety of 

degrees!Xin Wei

NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL 

UNIVERSITY

INTRODUCING ICUR'S 
STUDENT DIRECTORS 2017

Interested? Then don't be shy about asking questions when you finally meet the 

team at the conference! They'll each be intimately familiar with the interview 

process and demands of the job. and can let you know when your individual 

institution will start their hiring process. As a brief overview we would say that 

the skills you'd require would be, energy, organisation, time over the summer, 

and alot of enthusiasm for undergraduate research!



M O N A S H  I C U R  T E A M  V I S I T S  
K Y U S H U  U N I V E R S I T Y   

Last month Monash University Australia’s 

ICUR team spent several days at Kyushu 

University, where they worked with their 

Japanese colleagues to plan this year’s 

Conference and conduct presentation 

workshops. The Monash delegation was made 

up of current ICUR Student Directors Hannah 

Duffus and Hannah Skipworth, incoming 

Student Directors Ruby Ballantyne and Peter 

Halat, Senior Student Project Officers with 

Monash's new centre for Undergraduate 

Research (CURIE) Jana Howden and Bhavraj Thethy and professional staff Kate Aldred, Kirra 

Minton and Associate Professor Ernest Koh. The trip was a fantastic opportunity to build 

friendships and prepare for what is set to be the largest International Conference of 

Undergraduate Research to date. As Kyushu Student Directors Kosuke Hiromatsu and Ryo 

Kambaru had travelled to Melbourne earlier in the year to promote Monash’s new Centre for 

Undergraduate Research, the trip was a reminder of the potential of ICUR to create lasting 

international connections. Abstract selection for this year’s Conference was one of the most 

pressing tasks facing the two teams. In 2017, more students from Kyushu will be participating in 

ICUR than ever before, on topics as varied as traditional Japanese calligraphy, the conservation 

of a rare species of dragonfly and improved infrastructure for cyclists in the city of Fukuoka. It 

was inspiring to read abstracts of such a high calibre, written in what is for many a second or 

third language. ICUR Student Director Hannah Duffus said of the experience that she felt 

“privileged” to be in a position where she can help to open up dialogues between Australian and 

Japanese students with a passion for undergraduate research. “It became immediately clear 

upon arriving at Kyushu that the 

experience of being at university differs 

greatly between our two countries. 

Students are reading different things, 

talking to different people, and thinking in 

different ways about the same problems. 

What I’d love to see at ICUR is students 

helping each other to gain new 

perspectives on their work and their fields 

by actively giving feedback and asking 
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questions of one another. It really is an incredible opportunity.” Hannah, Hannah, Jana and Bhav 

also delivered a workshop to students of Kyushu’s 21st Century Program on the unique 

presentation skills both required and enabled by ICUR. As students are connecting via video- 

conferencing technology, presenters must think carefully about how they might use their voices, 

bodies and visual aids to engage more meaningfully with their audience. The workshops also acted 

as a forum for addressing some of the challenges that ICUR presenters may face, from difficulties 

to communicating advanced research to a multidisciplinary audience. Reflecting on his own 

experiences as a presenter at ICUR, Bhav, a student of Science and Aerospace Engineering, gave 

an example of how it is important to relate complex theoretical ideas to real-life experiences. He 

demonstrated to students how many of the basic concepts underpinning his own research into jet 

engine noise could be explained through the clapping of hands or the smashing of a glass window.

Jana advised students to ‘turn your passion into research, and research into your passion’, by 

designing projects that reflect the unique interests, experiences and skill sets of the researcher in 

question. Hannah Skipworth built upon this idea, and urged students to try combining seemingly 

unrelated techniques when devising research methodologies. She explained that the toolkit of 

skills she had acquired through her major in Literary Studies allowed her to attack problems in her 

History thesis from a number of different angles, making her a more critical and resilient 

researcher. The trip to Kyushu also presented may wonderfulopportunities for cultural exchange. 

First-year students of Kyushu’s 21st Century Program delivered a workshop to their Australian 

guests, which included a traditional calligraphy ceremony and a quiz led by Professor Jan 

Lauwereyns. Teams made up of both Monash and Kyushu students were challenged to defend a 

radical idea, make an argument for their favourite year in all of history and quizzed on their 

knowledge of Australian fauna. There was plenty of laughter and original thoughts – though we’re 

not convinced we’d like to try a ‘sushi meat pie’, as one group suggested! In this spirit of cross- 

cultural exchange, the Monash team was guided around the nearby island of Nokonoshima by 

their Japanese hosts. Known locally as the ‘Island of Flowers’, Nokonoshima was a beautiful and 

uniquely Fukuokan experience. The students participated in team-building activities in an 

unforgettable setting – a sea of flowers, on an island that is the home of soba noodles, as well
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as a home to bunnies and goats! It was the 

perfect conclusion to our time in Kyushu. The 

relationships we built there, and our new 

appreciation for one another’s cultures both 

inside and beyond university, will prove 

invaluable as we move towards hosting the 

2017 International Conference of 

Undergraduate Research.  



I C U R 1 7  
W H E R E  M I G H T  Y O U  B E  

P R E S E N T I N G ?

 The New Horizons Research 
Centre at Monash University.

The Oculus at the University 
of Warwick. 

The Hive at Nanyang 
Technological University.
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The communication technology at New 

Horizons contributes to the building's 

research impact. When taking part in ICUR, 

undergraduates add their research to multi- 

disciplinary, global conversations. 

Opened in October 2016, The Oculus is a 

space that prioritises teaching and learning. 

Your ICUR17 presentation may fill one of its 

magnificent  theatres!

The Hive centres around student 

connection, exchange, and knowledge. The 

spirit of the space is reflected in NTU ICUR 

presentations, which provoke innovative 

dialogues across institutions. 



B E G I N N I N G S  I N  K Y U S H U  
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F R O M  T H E  P E R S P E C T I V E S  O F  M O N A S H ’ S  I C U R  
2 0 1 8  S T U D E N T  D I R E C T O R S ,  R U B Y  
B A L L A N T Y N E  A N D  P E T E R  H A L A T  

On our first day in Japan, we visited 

the vast Ito campus of Kyushu 

University (often shortened to 

Kyūdai, 九⼤), nestled within 

mountainous forests. There, we met 

Jans Lauwereyns 先⽣ (sensei), an 

avid supporter of Kyushu 

University’s involvement in ICUR, 

who gladly gave us the abstract 

submissions for ICUR 2017 from 

students in Kyushu University’s 

unique 21st Century Program. With 

the help of members from 

Lauwereyns 先⽣’s research group 

we successfully separated the 

abstracts into key themes. We were

impressed by the English ability 

of the Japanese students, 

producing quality abstracts in a 

foreign language. After a brief 

tour of the campus, we 

discovered the university 

cafeteria with a wonderful view

of the greenery that surrounds 九 

⼤. However, we grabbed lunch in 

the campus’ main cafeteria, a 

bustling centre with numerous 

queues for different foods, and a 

different payment system than 

what you see in Australia.  Then, 

we joined students from 九⼤’s 

21st Century Program and 

watched fellow student directors 

Jana Howden, Bhavraj Thethy, 

Hannah Skipworth and Hannah 

Duffus present about their own 

ICUR skills and their research 

motivation.  The Monash 

representatives gave valuable 

advice about researching and 

presenting, particularly concerning 

public speaking. With some 

encouragement from Lauwereyns 

先⽣, the Japanese students bravely 

directed questions to presenters in 

english, a second language to many 

of the students. The 

representatives gave insightful 
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answers to every question, for 

example each representative gave 

their own unique tactic of handling 

the nerves of public speaking. We 

then entered a classroom which was 

filled with first and second year 

students in the 21st Century 

Program, who had prepared a short 

presentation to welcome the

Monash cohort whic included 

traditional music, and a calligraphy 

performance. We were then given a 

chance to test our calligraphy skills 

in a relay battle to sketch 和 the 

cleanest. The team games continued 

in fun, fast paced trivia led by 

Lauwereyns 先⽣. Each Monash 

student led a team of 3 or 4 

Japanese students, and was tasked 

to come up with creative answers 

towards open ended questions. 

Unfortunately, neither of our teams 

made it into the top three but it was 

great to be engaged with the 

students from 九⼤ in a creative 

manner. After the competition it 

was unfortunately time to farewell 

九⼤, but not before a group photo 

in front of the university’s main sign 

and casual conversations with the 

21st century program students, 

which proved to be a valuable 

cultural learning experience. 

After an exciting day at Kyushu 

University, the Monash team 

were lucky enough to be given a 

guided tour of some of Kyushu’s

wonderful sights by the Kyushu 

delegates. Starting with a short 

ferry ride to Nokonoshima island, 

we explored the vibrant flora and 

fauna of Nokonoshima Island 

Park. We enjoyed a windy walk 

back down the island through the 

presence of spiders and 

centipedes. From the island we 

travelled to the serene Ōhori- 

kōen park and enjoying a relaxed 

walk around the lake. Scattered 

around the park was wildlife such 

as turtles and koi fish, and 

wonderful sculptures such as 

stone bridges and wooden 

gazebos. All throughout the day, 

nature and scenery served as a 

catalyst for conversation 

between the Monash and Kyushu 

delegates. Overall, It was a great 

way to end an amazing 

experience for both universities 

and inspire even greater 

excitement for the ICUR 

2017.We’d like to give a huge 

thank you to everyone who 

welcomed us at Kyushu 

University for making the trip 

incredibly special. We have 

learned a lot and we have a 

deeper appreciation of what it’s 

like to be student directors as 

well as, gaining a greater 

understanding of the 

international impact and reach of 

ICUR. Lastly, we wish all of the 

Kyushu students participating in 

the ICUR conference good luck- 

although we're certain that they 

won't need it! 

- Peter & Ruby
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The GLARP  

Along with the staff from the Centre for 

Undergraduate Research Initiatives and Excellence 

(CURIE), the Monash ICUR Student Directors, 

Hannah Duffus and Hannah Skipworth spent three 

weeks of July facilitating a brand-new intensive 

winter unit called the Global Leadership and 

Advanced Research Program (or more 

affectionately, the GLARP). The reasons for writing 

about the GLARP in impact are plentiful. Firstly, the 

goals of the GLARP align with those of ICUR, in its 

dedication to undergraduate research, 

interdisciplinarity, and internationalism. Secondly, 

the Monash teams included members from the 

University of Warwick in the UK and Kyushu 

University in Japan, and it has been wonderful 

seeing these international relationships develop. 

Lastly, academics from these two institutes were 

heavily involved in the teaching of the unit, and 

much of the nuance in the students’ learning is 

attributable to their passionate input. Therefore, 

we thought we would share some highlights from 

our eventful and rewarding three weeks. The 

students (or more affectionately, the GLARPEES) 

were placed in groups of three, based on shared

research interests. This gave rise to thoroughly 

interdisciplinary research teams, with some 

teams centrally interested in international 

problems and others concerned with local 

issues.In three weeks, the groups had to put 

together a Funding Application that included a 

research project and cutting-edge research 

activity. The Application was modelled on an 

Australian Research Council grant application. 

These applications are notoriously time- 

consuming and difficult. The most exciting 

aspect is that the most successful applications 

WILL BE FUNDED at a success rate of thirty 

percent, thanks to the generosity of key 

stakeholders including the Monash Warwick 

Alliance. The unit was comprised of full 

lectures, given by Monash's to the Monash 

Warwick Alliance, Associate Professor Ernest 

Koh, Masterclasses by eminent academics, and 

workshops.   The first Masterclass was given by 

Monash’s Dr Adam Clulow, who presented his 

top ten tips for writing a grant application. The 

students were inspired by Dr Clulow's advice 

to put forward the “perfect” version of 

themselves when constructing a grant 

application. Channels of communication were 

opened in the evening, when Monash dialed 

into Warwick to meet their team members. 

Some highlights were Associate Professor 



Ernest Koh’s honest discussions around 

intellectual property and the ethics of research, 

Professor Jan Lauwereyns’ (Kyushu University) 

counsel that research must be “in 

conversation” with other researchers, and 

Professor Chris Davies (Monash University) 

reminder that "diversity of experience is 

exactly what we need for innovation." The 

students were also joined by award winning 

researcher and educator, Professor Andrea 

Robinson (Monash University) and Humbolt 

Foundation Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Dr 

Ruth Morgan (Rachel Carson Centre for 

Environment and Society). Both inspiring 

academics shared their unique perspectives on 

research, grant writing and carving out 

professional careers in highly competitive 

environments. Amongst these intensive 

classes, the CURIE staff and unit facilitators 

also enjoyed seeing students during the self- 

directed learning days. Our offices were 

buzzing daily with students asking questions 

about their applications. We’ve seen some 

great collaboration and some equally exciting 

ideas take shape. With just two days to go until 

the end of semester, we are enthused to see 

what the students will submit and participate in 

the research process once the funding has been 

awarded.

A FINAL NOTE
With the conclusion of this issue, summer has 
begun and your first few steps to 
international experience will have been 
taken! ICUR teams from around the world would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
interest and enthusiasm. Every year ICUR 
expands and develops, offering more and more 
students with the valuable platforms they need to 
share their knowledge and develop their skills. We
hope that by participating, you will come away 
from this with your first real taste of 
academia. We have noticed from our respective 
courses that when we attend lectures, a recurring 
problem seems to pop up: there is a lack of 
communication between our researchers, 
researchers in industry and academics. To us, this 
is exactly why initiatives like ICUR are important. 
They promote international communication in our 
future workforce; in order to make the progress 
that will soon be a necessity for our future, a real 
attempt at opening channels of communication is 
required – just a little bit of food for thought!
Finally, please remember that support is always 
available to you, through both our website 
(icurportal.com) and the workshops that each 
institution will provide over the summer. Please 
keep up to date with IMPACT, as issues to come 
will contain helpful hints and advice from past 
participants, as well as the details on workshops 
provided by your institutions. I hope you’re as 
excited for September as we all are. We are 
especially looking forward to meeting you in 
person and to hearing the the fascinating research 
of which we’ve only had glimpses so far. Good luck 
with your research!
-The Student Director Team at           
   Warwick  
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