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impact

GET CURIOUS
The Monash Editors share with the global community where ICUR fits 

within the new Centre for Undergraduate Research  



This March, the Monash branch of ICUR moved to 

its new home at CURIE, the Centre for 

Undergraduate Research Initiatives and 

Excellence. Monash students interested in taking

part in ICUR or any other undergraduate initiative 

should drop in to the CURIE office in the Menzies 

Building (W616) at any time to discuss 

involvement.  

For us in Melbourne, CURIE's opening was a 

highlight of the past two months. We were visited 

by ICUR Student Directors Chia Xin Wei and 

Nicholas Tan from Nanyang Technological 

University in Singapore and Ryo Kambaru and 

Kosuke  Hiromatsu from Kyushu in Japan. It 

seemed all too fitting that as we spoke to a room of 

talented undergraduates about the opportunities 

for international collaboration offered by CURIE, 

we should have  wonderfully enthusiastic students 

from Japan and Singapore in our midst!  

If you are a Monash reader, you may be interested 

in the activities of the centre as outlined in our 

newsletter, available at our website: 

http://www.monash.edu/curie.  

This issue naturally grew out of this event and 

focuses mainly on its aftermath. Next issue we'll be 

handing over to our esteemed colleagues at NTU 

who will take on the role of Lead Editors in May. 

We wish them all the best and can't wait to see 

what they bring to the table.   

Hannah Duffus and Hannah Skipworth are the 
Monash ICUR Student Directors for 2017 and Senior 
Student Project Officers with CURIE. 

As our readers in the southern hemisphere will 
know all too well, February and March are  two of 
the most hectic months in the university 
calendar.  When planning for this issue of impact 

we realised very quickly that we'd have plenty to 

say, despite not being sure where we'd find the time 

to say it! 

Yet as our wise ICUR Academic Co-ordinator Kate 

Aldred reassured us, 'If you want something done, 

ask a busy person to do it.' 

And she was right. We are very proud to bring you 

the second issue of impact for 2017, and might we 

say it has been a pleasure to create. It is an 

absolute  joy to collaborate with such talented 

and dedicated students from around the world, 

fuelled by our shared passion for undergraduate 

research. We thank you all for your contributions to 

the issue and look forward to working with you in 

future.  

E D I T O R S '  
N O T E

Hannah Duffus and Hannah Skipworth alongside Kyushu 
University Student Directors Ryo Kambaru and Kosuke Hiromatsu.



“IT IS VERY EXCITING  that CURIE has now 
been launched and that so many
undergraduate students have already wanted 
to engage with the Centre and in research. 

Monash University is very proud of its research 

credentials, which has helped see it rise up the 

international rankings. But these rankings aren’t 

the reason we do research; rather, it’s because we 

want to create new knowledge, help solve 

problems and to understand and evolve our world. 

We want to make a difference. 

Humans are discoverers and research naturally 

allows us to follow the path of discovery. Without 

research, where would we be? Much of life around 

us today is the way it is because of what others 

have researched, experimented on and 

challenged in the past. The gauntlet for us is to 

take the next step to improve our world for all 

those living in it.   

My aim at Monash in my role as Vice-Provost of 

Learning and Teaching has been to help my 

colleagues to develop units and courses that 

inspire you, challenge you and provide different 

opportunities for you to discover and be creative. 

We have done this through our ongoing Better 

Teaching, Better Learning Agenda. At the end of 

your time here at Monash I want you to have good 

knowledge and understanding, but I also want you 

to have different sets of skills and attributes 

that you have already had the chance to apply. 

That way, you will be able to go out into the 

globalised world that awaits you, ready to 

follow your passions and make a difference. 

Developing research skills fulfils a distinct part 

of that. Through your experience with CURIE, 

you will come to understand how to be critical 

and creative scholars, as well as how to 

formulate and test ideas. You will learn to 

analyse data and information, and follow it 

through to credible conclusions. Importantly, 

you will have the opportunity to demonstrate 

ethical values, and to communicate effectively 

to different audiences. In fact, if I could pick just 

one skills for you to take away from Monash it 

would be the ability to communicate your ideas, 

your thoughts and your passions. 

So why CURIE? There have been some fantastic 

initiatives at Monash in the undergraduate 

research space over the last few years including 

ICUR, the Reinvention journal, the recent 

development of Compass and an array of other 

internal and external initiatives and 

A Word from Darrell 

Evans, Creator and 

Executive Sponsor of 

CURIE



opportunities. We wanted to bring all those 

together, but more importantly we wanted to 

bring our student researchers together and to 

provide new opportunities and ideas. 

From the university perspective, I wanted us to 

make a meaningful statement about the 

importance of research within the student 

learning journey. I don’t want students to come to 

Monash just because we are a research-intensive 

university. I want students to come and be 

immersed in the fascinating and cutting edge 

research going on, working with our staff 

researchers and bringing in different 

perspectives and developing those various skills. I 

want students to be able to pitch their own ideas, 

research those and present the findings. 

CURIE will enable all that, providing focus and 

hopefully inspiration for many students, 

upholding the words of Sir John Monash, 

“Equip yourself for life, not solely for your own 
benefit but for the benefit of the whole community.” 

I am proud to be the Executive sponsor of CURIE 

and for it to be part of the Better Teaching, 

Better Learning family. Good luck with your 

research endeavours and I hope it is just the start 

of an amazing journey of discovery.   

Professor Darrell Evans 
Vice-Provost (Learning and Teaching) 
Professor of Developmental Tissue Biology



ICUR17 CALL FOR 

ABSTRACTS NOW OPEN!

Meet Kate Aldred

I first participated in ICUR in 2015 as the 

Global Student Ambassador and lead MC 

of the conference. I loved every minute of 

the experience, and it helped me realize 

that I had a passion for interdisciplinary 

research. When the opportunity arose to 

get involved in ICUR again in 2017, this 

time as the academic coordinator, I didn’t 

hesitate to say yes! Throughout 2017 I will

be the first point of call for any students 

enquiries regarding ICUR and will be the 

driving force behind all of the ICUR 

workshops and training opportunities. I 

love working with undergraduate students 

who are engaged in research, as I believe 

research skills are some of the most 

important skills students can take into 

further study and the wider workforce 

upon completion of their undergraduate 

degree. I am yet to work in a role where my 

research skills, honed through my ICUR 

experience, were not used regularly! I 

strongly encourage all students to get 

involved  If you have any questions about 

ICUR, please e-mail me at 

kate.aldred@monash.edu.  

High-achieving undergraduate students from around the 

world are invited to submit an abstract to the 

Monash-Warwick Alliance’s prestigious flagship event, the 

International Conference of Undergraduate Research (ICUR),

scheduled for 26th-27th September 2017. 

ICUR is an annual two-day undergraduate research 

conference led and sponsored by Monash University and the 

University of Warwick. Using the latest in video-conferencing 

technology, students from the United States, England, Japan, 

Australia, South Africa, Singapore and Malaysia are given the 

opportunity to connect with one another and share their

research. 

ICUR is an interdisciplinary conference and as such students 

from all Faculties are eligible to submit an abstract. One of the 

primary objectives of the Conference is to challenge students 

to rethink their work in an international and interdisciplinary 

context. As such,  the theme of the ICUR17 is “Current 

research issues in your discipline or area.” 

Presenters must be undergraduate students in 2017 to 

present at ICUR (this includes students who may be 

graduating mid-2017). Honours students are considered 

undergraduate students for the purposes of eligibility. 

HOW TO APPLY 

Please submit your abstracts to 

http://www.icurportal.com/icur-2017/abstract-submission/ 

The closing date for submission of abstracts is Saturday, May 

20 at 11.59pm. 

Stay tuned via Facebook (ICUR Students) and 

www.icurportal.com for updates and to see photos and 

abstracts from past ICUR events. 



TOP TIPS ON ABSTRACT WRITING

SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

According to Reinvention Editor Matt Topp, a good 

abstract should answer the following questions. 

• Statement of prior research; what do we know 

already? What has been done? 

• What is the current research? What gap is it filling? 

• How is it going to do this? What 

methods/theories/data/evidence, etc.? 

• What was uncovered? Results and conclusions 

(spoil the ending!) 

• How will this contribute/be significant moving 

forward? 

ABSTRACT WRITING WORKSHOPS 

Students interested in learning more about 

abstract writing should attend one of the CURIE 

Abstract Writing Workshops, which will be held 

on the 26th April, 2nd May and 9th May. 

To register, follow the link to the CURIE website at 

https://my.monash.edu.au/news-and-events/booki 

ngs/curie/  

You can find additional information on abstract 

writing at the ICUR Portal at www.icurportal.com 

2 & 9  May          
20 May                 
13 June                
13 June                  
26 June                    
14 July                  

ICUR Abstract Writing Workshops 
Abstract Submission Deadline 
Undergraduate Awards Submission Deadline 
ICUR Research Writing Workshop 
Beginning of GLARP 
End of GLARP 

KEY DATES IN MAY & JUNE



At the official launch of the Centre of Undergraduate Research 
Initiatives and Excellence (CURIE), the ICUR Student Directors from 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, and Kyushu University, 
Japan, were invited to share their undergraduate research 
experiences. Leveraging on their past and current research 
experiences, the Student Directors hoped to inspire prospective 
undergraduate research students from Monash University to take up 
undergraduate research to supplement their education. 

Kyushu and NTU Students Visit 

Melbourne for CURIE Launch

By Kosuke Hiromatsu, Ryo Kambaru, Hiroe 

Yoshinaga, Chia Xin Wei and Nicholas Tan. 

THE LAUNCH 

Nicholas from NTU reflected on his 

sharing experience, writing 

“Undergraduate research is a 

convenient platform to develop 

students’ critical thinking skills to 

solve future problems. I believe 

CURIE as a nexus for 

undergraduate research can 

efficiently enable students to 

experience a multitude of 

undergraduate research 

opportunities.” 

While reflecting on his interaction 

with Monash students, Nicholas 

added, “It was heartening to 

present to a large audience of 

interested and inquisitive 

prospective undergraduate 

research students at Monash 

University. I am confident that 

CURIE can propel undergraduate 

research in Monash University to 

greater heights."

Xin Wei, NTU's second Student 

Director for 2017 was also 

inspired by the enthusiasm of 

Monash students. 

“It was also heartening to receive 

a lot of interest during the CURIE 

launch regarding my experience as 

an undergraduate researcher. 

That is the beauty of research; 

people coming together, forming 

random connections, all bonded 

by that common interest and 

passion. Also, a few have asked me 

about how I manage my studies 

alongside undergraduate 

research. I don’t think that I’m 

qualified enough to give any 

advice, but I genuinely believe in 

‘what you put in is what you get 

out of it’. That being said, I'm really 

grateful for the opportunity and 

the warm hospitality from you 

guys."



CAMPUS TOUR 

In addition to sharing their 

undergraduate experiences, the 

student directors were also given a 

tour around the campus. “My visit 

to Monash University to attend the 

CURIE Launch has been 

spectacular. The Monash campus is 

gorgeous (apart from the 

construction sites!) and a real 

eye-opener, you guys are really 

fortunate to be able to study in such 

an environment. Did I mention the 

perfect weather too? I am really 

grateful for the opportunity and the 

warm hospitality from you guys. 

Hope to visit again!” added Xin Wei. 

He is currently working with Zebra 

fishes in a neuroscience lab as part 

of NTU's Undergraduate Research  

Experience on Campus 

(URECA) Program. 

Kosuke Hiromatsu from 

Kyushu University, reflected 

on his experience, writing “I 

was deeply fascinated by 

Monash University in several 

ways. The campus is filled with 

inquisitive students gathered 

all around the world. They can 

study freely in sophisticated 

facilities and unwind 

themselves in the beautiful 

cafeterias and restaurants. 

Monash University is a good 

university for students to 

exchange cultures and pursue 

different interests.”

"THAT IS THE 
BEAUTY OF 
RESEARCH; 
PEOPLE COMING 
TOGETHER, 
FORMING 
RANDOM 
CONNECTIONS, 
ALL BONDED BY 
THAT COMMON 
INTEREST AND 
PASSION."



MELBOURNE TOUR 

The student directors were also 

taken on a tour of 

central Melbourne by the CURIE 

Senior Student Project Officers. 

Enjoying his first trip in 

Melbourne, Ryo Kambaru from 

Kyushu University remarked, 

“Monash University is a really 

cool campus and Melbourne is a 

lively and liveable city, providing 

a conducive environment for 

both work and study. It was 

initially challenging for me to 

interact with the Australians (in 

English), but the friendly 

interactions allowed me to 

improve my English and 

understand different 

perspectives and ideas." 

SUMMING UP 

We wish our Student 

Directors the best in their 

current and future research 

endeavours. Additionally 

NTU Student Directors will be 

co-producing the impact 

newsletter alongside Monash 

and Warwick Universities. Do 

keep a lookout for future 

issues as they keep you 

connected to Singapore, 

Japan and beyond!



piece of research outside the 

bounds of university coursework. 

This affords students the 

opportunity to find out what it is 

that they’re passionate about, and 

to express this in a meaningful way. 

The journal publishes original 

research, review articles, and book 

reviews. Research articles are 

required to be niche, original, and – 

while it may sound obvious – 

research. One of the biggest 

challenges faced by undergraduate 

students is distinguishing between 

what constitutes an essay and what 

makes something an original piece 

of research. 

Book reviews are written by 

students and academics at the 

journal’s affiliated universities. 

They give students the opportunity 

to become published authors, while 

also receiving guidance from 

academics throughout the process. 

Similarly, review articles can be a 

great way for students to dip their 

toes into the publication process, as 

they allow students to explore an 

area of interest they might 

otherwise not have the chance to. 

Because Reinvention is an open 

access journal, it means that all 

Established in 2007, Reinvention: 

an International Journal of 

Undergraduate Research is 

published online biannually, with 

submissions stemming from 

undergraduate students all across 

the world. The journal prides itself 

on its interdisciplinary nature; 

from arts to engineering and 

everything in between, students 

from all fields are encouraged to 

get involved. 

Reinvention is produced, edited, 

and managed by students and staff 

at the University of Warwick in the

UK and Monash University, with 

Singapore’s Nanyung 

Technological University to play a 

key role in the future. The ability to 

be involved with Reinvention as an 

author, editor, or book reviewer 

means that the journal can cater

for a range of students. 

For many students starting their 

undergraduate degrees, the 

concept of academic 

publications can seem extremely

foreign. But at their core, 

academic journals are a platform 

for the dissemination of ideas, a 

medium designed to facilitate 

the sharing of research. 

Reinvention was created with 

the express purpose of fostering 

a community of academia for 

undergraduate students as they 

take their first step into the 

world of academic publications. 

Becoming a published author 

with Reinvention offers many 

benefits to students. All authors 

that pass through to the peer 

review stage of publication 

received tailored feedback on 

their work from experts in their 

field. The writing process itself 

also aids students in sharpening 

their communication and 

written skills, as articles are 

required to be concise, clear, 

and relevant. 

Above all, writing an article for 

Reinvention allows students to 

produce their own independent 

Jana was an editor at Reinvention in 2016, where  she reviewed submissions from students 
around the world. Her experience with Reinvention helped her to secure a freelance position 
with science publication Cosmos. Magazine



work published is free for the 

public to view. Anyone can read, 

download, and distribute articles 

published, while authors maintain 

control over the integrity of their 

work. This also means that all 

articles published can be refined 

by the author and resubmitted 

later into other academic 

publications, with Reinvention’s 

full permission and support. If 

you are looking for a way to 

discover your research passion, 

to better yourself in terms of 

both research design and 

communication, to engage with 

the wider world of academia, and 

to give yourself a head start in 

To find out more, visit the Reinvention 
website. 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/cr 

oss_fac/iatl/reinvention/

P A R T N E R S  A N D  P A R T I C I P A N T S  

C U R I E  2 0 1 7

Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram  |  ICUR Portal 

F O L L O W  U S :  

I C U R  S t u d e n t s


